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Think again... 

Father Ephraim, who retired last year as abbot of 
Philotheou Monastery on Mount Athos, was received 
under the protection of the hierarchs of the Russian Orthodox 
Church Outside of Russia at the recent meeting of the Synod, 
concurrently with the acceptance of the petition of Father 
Benedict and the brethren of Christ of the Hills Monastery in 
Blanco, Texas, and its dependencies. 

Well-known and respected for his commitment to the 
true Orthodox Faith, Father Ephraim's decision to forsake his 
Position of authority and seclusion on the Holy Mountain will 
‘come as asurprise to many. Butit should come as no surprise 
to those who are aware of the depth of his commitment that 
he chooses to submit himself to hierarchs whose firm defense 
of the Faith sets them continually in opposition to the mod- 
ernist and ecumenist policies and politics of the “Orthodox 
mainstream", which seems determined to “go with the 
flow”... the way of the world. 
is decision should be cause for deep and soul-searching 
thought for those who have cited his now-discontinued sub- 
mission to the Ecumenical Patriarchate (and that of many 
other spiritual leaders on the Holy Mountain) as adequate 
justification for their continuing in communion with and 
submission to modemist hierarchs here and abroad, 

Pursuant to the actions of the same Synod meeting, His 
Grace, Bishop Hilarion flew to Texas shorily before Pascha 
to ordain to the priesthood Fr. Benedict, abbot of Christ of 
the Hills Monastery, and to the diaconate Fr. Pangratios. 
Others of the brethren were received by chrismation, The 
following week, he flew to Wisconsin to ordain to the 
priesthood Fr. Symeon of St. Isaac of Syria Skete in 
Boscobel, and Fr. Gregory of Holy Theophany Skete in 
Milwaukee. A second trip to Texas is anticipated shorlly. 

On the Sunday of the Paralytic, Fr. Paul Volkov was 
ordained to the diaconate for service at the Church of St. 
Seraphim in Sea Cliff, NY; and on the Sunday of the Samari- 
tan Woman, Fr. Alexander Bruton to the diaconate for 
service at Holy Ghost Church, Sterling Heights (Detroit), MI, 

Following his ordination to the diaconate and priesthood 
last year, Fr. Alexis Duncan has been assigned to Christ the 
Savior Church in Wilkes-Barre, PA. Hieromonk Hariton 
(Borovsky) has replaced Fr. Demetrios Serfes (who is 
temporarily resident at the Kursk Icon Hermitage in 
Mahopac, NY) as acting rectorat St. Stephen the Protomartyr 
Church in Old Forge, PA. 

‘More complete address information, and further Direc- 
tory changes, will be included in the next issue. 
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Bishop Theophan's Commentary on Psalm 118 
will be continued in the next issue... a pause for 
the unusual contents of this issue, and for a 
weary editor to catch his breath! 


Cover illustration courtesy of Hilaire Taurand. 


THE LIFE OF OUR FATHER AMONG THE SAINTS METROPHANES, 
BISHOP OF VORONEZH 
‘Wiose Memory THE Hoty CHurcH CELEBRATES ON THE 23RD OF NOVEMBER 


‘The holy Metrophanes, bishop of Voronezh, re- 
ceived the name Michael when he was baptized. He 
was born in November of the year 1623, in the 
province of Vladimir. No information has come down 
tous as to who his parents were or what position they 
held in society. However, on the basis of an examina- 
tion of the saint’s book of commemoration, one may 
confidently assume that theirs was a priestly family. 
But then, the valuable testimony of the holy hierarch 
himself, as to what sort of people his parents were 
and how they raised their son, has been preserved: “I 
was born into this world of pious parents,” the holy 
Metrophanes says in his spiritual testament, “and 
raised by them in the immaculate piety of the East- 
ern Church, in the Orthodox Faith.” 

The favorite of God spent half of his life in the 
world: he was married, fathered a son and functioned 
as a parish priest. The priest Michael served as 
pastor for the church of the village of Sidorovskoe. 
Practically nothing is known of the saint’s life in the 
world. But his strict Christian upbringing, resulting 
in a God-pleasing life and a selfless archpastoral 
ministry, doubtless bespeak the fact that the priest 
Michael was for his parish a pastor who laid down his 
life for his sheep, and was for his family a wise guide 
and loving father. The holy hierarch’s tender care for 
his son John shines forth through letters preserved 
from the time of his episcopal service. 

When the favorite of God was forty years of age, 
his wife reposed, and he decided to renounce the 
world, that he might serve God without hindrance or 
distraction. He then entered the community of the 
the Zolotnikovsk Hermitage, dedicated to the 
Dormition of the Mother of God. There, in the year 
1663, the priest Michael received the monastic ton- 
sure and the new name Metrophanes. Unfortu- 
nately, nothing definite is known of the spiritual 
struggles of the saint in that tranquil hermitage. 
Following the teaching of the Gospel, he strove to 
hide his struggles from the eyes ofthe men, andmade 
a vow to live out his days and be buried at the 
Zolotnikovsk Hermitage, so much did he cherish the 
peaceful shelter of that modest monastery. 

But the Lord had another fate in mind for the holy 
Metrophanes: the higher calling of being a spiritual 
guide for others. Despite the efforts of the ascetic to 
hide from the glory of men, his God-pleasing life 
became known throughout the surrounding towns 


and villages, and, three years after he had entered 
the Zolotnikovsk Hermitage, the brethren of the 
neighboring Yakhromsky Monastery of St. Cosmas, 
who at that time were without a superior, as well as 
the peasantry of the monastery’s holdings, addressed 
an appeal to the ecclesiastical authorities, that they 
appoint the monk Metrophanes as the abbot of their 
monastery, for he was well known for the strictness 
of his life. The response to their petition was favor- 
able: in June of 1665, Metropolitan Paul of Sarsk and 
Podonsk, the locum tenens of the patriarchal throne, 
elevated the monk Metrophanes to the rank of abbot. 
For the rest of his life the favorite of God lamented 
that he was unable to fulfil his vow to remain un- 
moved from the place of his tonsure, even though his, 
departure was not of his own volition, but in accor- 
dance with monastic obedience. 

Saint Metrophanes was abbotofthe Yakhromsky 
Monastery for almost ten years. Instilling among the 
brethren the spirit of piety, the holy abbot also 
concerned himself with the external prosperity of the 
community. Soon after he assumed the monastery’s 
administration, he obtained for it a richly adorned 
Gospel-book; and afterwards, seeing that the 
monastery’s church was no longer large enough to 
serve the needs of the community, the holy 
Metrophanes, with the aid of pious benefactors, built 
@ new, more spacious church, dedicated it to the 
Image of the Savior Made without Hands, and pro- 
vided it with new ecclesiastical appointments. 

In the year 1675, Patriarch Joachim [patriarch 
1674-1690] entrusted to the administration of the 
holy Metrophanes, as a “devout and virtuous man”, 
another larger and more famous monastery: the 
Unzhensky Monastery of the Holy Trinity. The 
Unzhensky Monastery was a recipient of the largess 
of the tsars of the Romanov dynasty. It had been well 
known to Tsar Michael Feodorovich [reigned 1613- 
1645] even before his accession to the Russian throne: 
in late 1612 or early 1613, he and his mother, the nun 
Martha Ivanovna, had journeyed to the monastery 
and prayed to its founder, the venerable Macarius of 
Zheltovodsk, for the safe return of Michael's father, 
Metropolitan Philaret of Rostov, who was languish- 
ing in Polish captivity. In 1619, Michael Feodorovich 
undertook another journey to the Unzhensky Monas- 
tery, this time with full royal panoply, in fulfillment 
of a vow “for several miracles of the favorite of God 


and for the help shown to the great sovereign and his 
parents during their distress.” From the time of the 
royal visitation of the Unzhensky Monastery, it had 
been elevated to a status equal with that of the 
‘Monastery of Solovki, and its abbots received the 
right to make an annual journey to visit the tsar and 
the patriarch in Moscow, with the image of the 
venerable Macarius and holy water after the feastdays 
of the saint, which fell on January 19th and July 
25th. Thus the abbots of the Unzhensky Monastery 
received personal access to the tsar and the patri- 
arch, which had great practical significance for the 
community, Tsar Michael’s grandson, Tsar Theodore 
Ill Alexievich [reigned 1676-1682), had no less love 
for and faith in the venerable Macarius. It was his 
fervent desire to visit the monastery and worship at 
the tomb of the saint. The sponsorship of the royal 
house bode well for the external state of the monas- 
tery, which grew from a little-known and small com- 
munity to one famous, populous and wealthy, pos- 
sessing many estates and broad and varied means of 
support. 

‘The appointment of the holy Metrophanes as the 
abbot of such a monastery shows that Patriarch 
Joachim honored him for his piety and his wise 
stewardship, and this ought to be all the more obvi. 
‘ous because the circumstances of the monastery’s 
internal life demanded particular attention to the 
choice of its superior. The final years of the admin- 
istration of Saint Metrophanes’ predecessor, the Abbot 
Nicetas, were very difficult for the Unzhensk Monas- 
tery. In 1671, the precious relics of the venerable 
Macarius, the monastery’s founder, were uncovered. 
‘According to the abbot’s report, they were placed in a 
coffer newly constructed over the grave of the saint, 
and an image of the saint painted upon a board was 
set on top of it. An annual celebration of the uncov- 
eringof the relics was inaugurated. Yet the joy of this 
occasion was not unalloyed, forin their simplicity the 
abbot and the brethren failed to report their uncover- 
ing of the relics to the patriarch or the tsar! Three 
years after the event, a disgruntled monk, displeased 
with Abbot Nicetas, let word slip of what had tran- 
spired. The investigation launched at the insistence 
of the patriarch resulted in the relics being interred 
beneath a slab of stone, and Nicetas being deposed 
from his abbacy and dispatched in disgrace to the 
Zheltovodsky Monastery.* 

[By his actions, Abbot Nicetas violated the resolu- 
tion of the Great Council of Moscow of 1667, which 
mandated that “it is necessary that such uncoverings 
of bodies [i.e., the relics of the saints) be conducted 
with due investigation and that testimony be pre- 


sented by reliable witnesses before the great and full 
Council.” However, according to the conclusions of 
several scholars, the abbot’s guilt was even more 
serious: he had uncovered the bones of some monk 
and, without proper investigation as to their identity, 
had given it out that they were the relics of the 
venerable Macarius. The investigators sent by Patri- 
arch Joachim reported that this was indeed the case. 
‘The severity of the punishment meted out to Nicetas 
confirms this conclusion.] 

It was at this sorry time that Patriarch Joachim 
gave the Unzhensk Monastery over to the direction of 
none other than the holy Metrophanes, hoping that 
he might be able to strengthen the faith and instill 
peace into the troubled hearts of the brethren and the 
many pilgrims who were coming to venerate the 
wonder-worker Macarius. Andin fact the monastery 
did then receive a confident and experienced spiri- 
tual guide. The holy Macarius governed the Unzhensk 
Monastery for almost seven years. There, as in the 
‘Yakhomsk Monastery, he concentrated his efforts on 
building anew stone summer church dedicated tothe 
Annunciation of the all-holy Theotokos, with a refec- 
tory and a bell-tower, adorning it with ecclesiastical 
appointments and icons. The church was conse- 
crated in 1680, three years after the ground-breaking. 
Saint Metrophanes travelled to Moscow in person 
during the winter of that year for the document 
authorizing the consecration of the church. 

These monuments of church construction bear 
witness to the piety and ardent love of the holy 
Metrophanes for the majesty of the house of God. 
Unfortunately, no information has survived which 
might depict for us the holy abbot’s activity in build- 
ing up the Church of God within the souls of the 
reason-endowed flock entrusted to his care. That it 
was beneficial is eloquently borne witness by the 
confidence Patriarch Joachim placed in the abbot of 
Unzhensk. Seeing, in all likelihood, that he was 
wisely governing his community, the patriarch en- 
trusted to him the fulfillment of important tasks 
which were the responsibility of others. In 1677, at 
Patriarch Joachim’s command, the abbot of Unzhensk 
“inspected the holy churches in the Vetluzhky vil- 
lages.” In the same year, again on orders from the 
patriarch, he and several senior priests went to the 
cities of Galich and Yuriev Povol'sk and the sur- 
rounding areas, and collected in the monasteries, 
cathedrals, parish churches and private chapels the 
oldeditions of printed liturgicons, and replaced them 
with copies of the new edition of the liturgicon free of 


Before long, the holy Metrophanes received 


appointment to a new and permanent ministry. He 
was elevated to the position of desyatil’nik [a rank 
which approximates that of dean]. The Unshensk 
Monastery was part of the vast Galich desyatina 
[deanery]ofthe patriarch’s diocese. Thedesyatil’nik’s 
palace, where the administration of the i 
‘was concentrated, was in the city of Galich, far away 
from the monastery. The vast size of the desyatina 
and the large number of churches which comprised it 
made it extremely difficult to oversee its clergy. 
Therefore, in 1680, not long before the holy 
Metrophanes gave up the abbacy of the Unzhensk 
Monastery, the Galich desyatina was divided up, and 
two new desyatinas were formed: the Usol’sk and 
Unzhensk desyatinas. Oversight of the Unzhensk 
desyatina, comprising ninety-four churches, was en- 
trusted to the abbots of the Makariev Monastery. In 
the city of Unzha a desyatil’nik’s palace was con- 
structed, an office of ecclesiastical affairs, where the 
abbots of Unzhensk could preside. Thus, Saint 
Metrophanes was the first desyatil’nik of the 
Unzhensk desyatina. 

‘The holy Metrophanes’ God-pleasingllife attracted 
to him many admirers, who expressed their respect 
for the abbot of Unzhensk by making donations to his 
monastery. Among them, the nobleman Bogdan 
Matfeyevich Khitrov, a close confidant of the tsar, 
was particularly generous in his donations to the 
monastery, out of love for the saint. Until the Revo- 
lution, certain gifts made by this nobleman and his 
wife were still preserved at the monastery: an icon of 
the venerable Macarius of Unzhensk, donated “in 
fulfillment of a vow” in the year 1679, and an altar 
Gospel which had been given to the noble by Tsar 
‘Theodore III Alexeyevich, and subsequently pro- 
vided with a richly decorated cover before being given 
tothe monastery. And Abbot Metrophanes cherished 
the nobleman for his love for the monastery. 

During the abbacy of the holy Metrophanes, at 
the request of the pious tsar, the icon of the venerable 
Macarius which rested on his grave was brought 
from the Unzhensk Monastery to the royal palace in 
Moscow. The tsar and his entire household vener- 
ated the precious icon, offering up fitting supplica- 
tions before it. He then ordered a new covering 
fashioned for the icon out of silver and gold, which he 
provided from the royal treasury. When the icon was 
taken back, the tsar accompanied it part of the way, 
attended by members of his court and chancery. 
There is no doubt that the icon was brought to 
Moscow by Saint Metrophanes, the monastery’s 
superior. The personal encounters and conversa- 
tions between the devout tsar and the holy elder left 


their imprint upon the former's soul, and the sover- 
eign treated the ascetic with profound respect. This 
is borne witness by the countless royal documents 
sent to the Unzhensk Monastery during the abbacy of 
the holy Metrophanes: these documents either 
granted new privileges to or confirmed the former 
privileges of the monastery. 

‘Tsar Theodore’s reverent love for the venerable 
Macarius and his respect for the holy Metrophanes 
moved him to choose the abbot of Unzhensk to be- 
come the bishop of the newly established diocese of 
Voronezh. At the Moscow Council of 1681-82, among 
the measures adopted to counter the growing schism 
within the Church of Russia, and with the object of 
bringing about the greater dissemination of Chris- 
tian enlightenment among the Orthodox, it was re- 
solved to increase the number of dioceses. The first, 
such diocese created was the new see of Voronezh. To 
this see was elected, in accordance with the tsar’s 
desire, the holy Metrophanes, who had been sum- 
moned to Moscow from the Unzhensk Monastery a 
year and a half before for a period of priestly service. 
Contemporaries explain that this election took place 
by the exalted ascetical life of the saint, “a man truly 
righteous and holy”, as well as by the desire of the 
pious tsar to honor the Unzhensk Monastery by 
elevating its abbot to an episcopal see, for the sover- 
eign saw in the holy Metrophanes the vicar of the 
venerable Macarius in the abbacy of that monastery, 
and his disciple by way of his manner of life. 

On the 2nd of April 1682, Saint Metrophanes was 
consecrated a bishop by Patriarch Joachim and six- 
teenother bishops. The holy hierarch was fifty-eight, 
years old at the time. After his consecration, the holy 
Metrophanes lived in Moscow from April to mid- 
August, a rather extended period of time. The newly 
established diocese needed him first to exercise his 
care for it in the capital, where the supreme ecclesi- 
astical and temporal authorities were centered. Thus, 
in Moscow, soon after his consecration, the holy 
Metrophanes raised the question of the allocation of 
asite in the city of Voronezh for the cathedral and for 
a residence for the bishop and his household. More- 
over, the first hierarch of Voronezh had to be intro- 
duced to groups of experienced people, and to acquire 
the appurtenances essential for the divine services. 
Meanwhile, the saint was supplied with books, epis- 
copal vestments, a staff and crosses from the house- 
hold treasury of the Metropolitan of Ryazan’, from 
whom he also received a sum of money [the probable 
reason for this being that the Voronezh region had 
formerly been part of the diocese of Ryazan’). 

On the 28th of April, the pious Tsar Theodore 


Alexievich reposed, and the holy hierarch 
Metrophanes celebrated the funeral services for the 
departed sovereign with the other bishops in Mos- 
cow. On the 25th of June, he took part in the double 
coronation of the young sovereigns John V andPeter I, 
at which he, among the other hierarchs participat- 
ing, was accorded the task of passing the orbs to 
Patriarch Joachim to hand to the tsars. 

The summer which the saint spent in Moscow 
after his consecration was a time of terrible turmoil 
in the affairs of the state and the Church. With his 
own eyes he witnessed the bloody savagery of the 
streltsy (Moscow's militia] who kept the government 
and the people in a constant state of alarm through- 
out the summer months of 1682. The bishop of 
Voronezh was present (on July 5th) at aconferencein 
the Hall of Facets organized to debate with propo- 
nents of the Old Ritual, and was witness to the wild 
manifestations of the unrestrained fanaticism of those 
ignorant men who appointed themselves defenders 
of the old ways: their leader, the priest Nicetas 
Pustosvyat of Suzdal’, uninhibited by the presence at 
the conference of the regent Sophia, the Dowager 
Tsaritsa Natalia Kirillovna and the Patriarch, even 
physically assaulted Archbishop Athanasius of 
Kholmogorsk when the latter addressed a speech of 
admonition to him. It is beyond doubt that these 
grievous events weighed heavily upon the soul of the 
holy Metrophanes, and for the rest of his life the holy 
hierarch labored zealously toset the life of the Church 
in good order and for the good of the state. In later 
times he himself reminded the tsars in his petitions 
that he was dispatched from Moscow to Voronezh 
during a “time of troubles”, which was why his epis- 
copal household was given no attention, remaining 
long without estates and income-generating 
properties. 

The difficult struggle of hierarchal ministry was 
magnified for Saint Metrophanes by the disorders of 
his newly-established diocese. The Voronezh region 
had been settled in the comparatively recent past, 
and the city of Voronezh was not yet a hundred years 
old (it had been founded in 1586). The first settlers 
had been irregular forces stationed there by the 
government, recruited from many villages and towns 
of Russia, to protect the region from the incursions of 
the Crimean Tartars; in time, they were joined by 
refugees fleeing their native places because of the 
terrible conditions of life and seeking freedom in the 
Don region; there were also immigrants from the 
Dniepr basin escaping the oppression of the Poles. 
This diverse populace of the Don region was subject 
ecclesiastically to the Metropolitans of Ryazan’, but 


in reality lacked any episcopal guidance and over- 
sight: given the huge size of the Diocese of Ryazan’, 
which had more than 1,200 churches, the archpastors 
of that eparchy were hardly able to visit the city of 
Voronezh, let alone the whole district, and for this 
reason they could have no pastoral influence on that 
distant region of their diocese. All of this had a 
grievous affect upon the state of the faith and morals, 
of the populace, for the light of the teaching of the 
Gospels was not penetrating the life of the people. 
Many Christians of that area not only continued 
to use pagan names, but even led pagan lives: they 
were greatly given to the vice of drunkenness, and 
family life began to disintegrate because of lusts 
which itis best not even toname. The divine services 
were poorly attended. Disrespect for the Church and 
the clergy even among the highest levels of society, 
the landowners, reached a point where there were 
cases when the divine service was interrupted by 
indecent arguments, and one church of God even 
became the site of the murder of a priest. Such 
‘occurrences show how weak was the religious and 
moral influence of both the higher ecclesiastical au- 
thorities and the parish clergy on the flock. And the 
fact that the clergy themselves were not very el- 
evated in their way oflife was acontributing factor to 
this sad state of affairs. The first priests of the newly 
settled region were men from the villages and towns 
who knew a little bit about the services, and one can 
imagine that they did not make the best of priests. 
Subsequently, with the increase in the number of 
churches in the Diocese of Voronezh, the number of 
pastors also grew, being drawn either from the de- 
scendents of the first priests, or from the simple 
laity—that is, peasants of little education—who had 
difficulty writing their own names and even needed 
someone to hold and guide their hand when they 
signed any document. And there were not even 
enough ofsuch priests, who were at least able to serve 
the liturgy. The Diocese of Voronezh was huge, yet 
there were few churches in it—182 in all, so that in 
some places there was nochurch nearer than 40 or 60 
miles away. And there were not enough clergy to 
serve all the churches that did exist: often, in the 
absence of priests, churches stood empty, and the 
people were drawn into the way of life advocated by 
the priestless Old Ritualists, a situation which cre- 
ated an extremely favorable ground for the spread of 
their ideals. Indeed, it is well known that the Don 
region was one of the favorite refuges for religious 
dissidents. They built themselves hermitages, and 
from thence, with particular ease, led the people, if 
not into schism, into disaffection with the Church 


and her pastors: the little-educated Christians who 
counted themselves Orthodox openly visited these 
hermits, and thus became gradually estranged from 
the Church. 

‘The populace of the Don region also failed to find 
satisfaction for their spiritual needs in the monaster- 
ies which arose there, principally in the first half of 
the 17th century, for the monasteries didnot somuch 
exert a positive influence on the life of the surround- 
inglaity, as the latter brought tobearon the monastics’ 
life the alien and destructive spirit of worldly life. 
These monasteries had few monks and found them- 
selves in constant danger of being looted either by the 
Crimean Tartarsor the bands ofbrigands who roamed 
the area posing as military forces in the service of the 
state. This prompted the monasteries to seek defend- 
ers among the local populace, with whom they en- 
tered into very close contact. Due to the military 
posture of the region, there were among the residents 
of the Don region many invalids who had served 
among the border forces, and there were also many 
widows and orphans left without support when their 
providers were slain duringclashes with the Tartars. 


In the absence of charitable institutions— ~ 


almshouses and orphanages—the monasteries 
became full of these poor folk. Several of the monas- 
teries were even founded with this objective in mind, 
for which the local populace helped in building the 
monastery and rendered it further support. But this 
closeness to the world was detrimental to the life of 
the communities: those who entered the monasteries 
often experienced no calling to the monastic life, and 
concerned themselves more with agricultural and 
financial matters than with the salvation of their 
souls, Thus did the quality of monastic life decline. 
‘And there were cases when the concerns of the Don 
region monasteries for their property rights resulted 
not only in legal battles, but even in armed uprisings 
on the part of the people. The monastics’ neglect of 
their vows reached such a point that the lay donors 
meddled in the internal life of the monasteries, while 
the influence of the ecclesiastical authorities on them 
was almost negligeable because the cathedral city of 
Ryazan’ was so far away. 

In the Voronezh diocese there were quite a few 
monks who had fled there from the monasteries of 
Moscow and other dioceses, s0 as to be able to live a 
life without restraints, “knowing that there was no 
hierarchy tobe found there.” These self-willed monks 
were almost totally without episcopal oversight, rely- 
ing for their support on laymen; and they were often 
openly opposed to the decisions of the ecclesiastical 
authorities, so that the bishop was forced to seek 


justice from the functionaries of the tsar or the 
patriarch. 

In general, the region needed great labor, care 
and energy to rectify its church life. This the holy 
Metrophanes understood well. In one of his petitions 
he gives the following opinion of his own diocese: 
“Ours is a border region, and the people, of whatever 
rank they may be, have sought to live according to 
their own will and not under anyone's authority.” 

Late in August of 1682, the holy hierarch 
Metrophanes arrived in Voronezh and quickly ad- 
dressed to the priests of his newly-established dio- 
cese an archpastoral epistle. In order to inculcate the 
principles of Christian life in his flock, the saint 
needed the codperation of his closest helpers, the 
priests, but he first had to kindle within them the fire 
of holy zeal for the salvation of the souls entrusted to 
them. So the holy bishop, in the simple but inspired 
words of his epistle, elucidated for the priests the 
pastor's exalted calling, pointed out his three main 
responsibilities, and with beautifully selected ac- 
counts from the sacred Scriptures urged them to 
fulfil them earnestly. We shall cite the text of Saint, 
Metrophanes' epistle in full: 

“Honorable priests of the Most High God, leaders 
of the reason-endowed flock of Christ! Ye must have 
the eyes of your mind enlightened, shining with the 
light of understanding, in order to lead others along 
the straight path. In the words of the Lord, ye must. 
be light yourselves: Ye are the light of the world’ (Mt. 
5: 14]. O pastors, ye must transmit to your reason- 
endowed sheep the spiritual manna of the Word of 
God, just as the angels prepared the tangible manna 
in the wilderness. As mediators ye must emulate in 
your supplication Moses and Paul, who prayed to 
God for their people with such zeal. Moses said to 
God: ‘And now, if Thou wilt forgive their sin, forgive 
it;and ifnot, blotme out of Thy book, which Thou hast 
written’ (Ex. 32:32]. And Paul said:‘I could wish that 
Imyself were cut off from Christ for my brethren, my 
kinsmen according to the flesh, who are Israelites’ 
[Rom. 9: 3-4]. Thus must ye also be zealous for the 
salvation of the people of God. Good pastors were 
those who were ready to lay down their lives for their 
sheep [Jn 10: 11,15]. Such must ye also become. 
‘Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the 
oversight ofit, not by constraint, but willingly; not for 
filthy lucre, but with aready mind’ [IPet. 5:2]. When 
Christ the Savior entrusted to the holy Apostle Peter 
the feeding of His sheep, He said to him thrice: “Feed 
them!” [ef. Jn. 21: 15-17]. This is obviously so that 
pastors will feed the flock entrusted to them in three 
ways: by the word of teaching, by prayer and the 


power of the holy Mysteries, and finally, by their 
manner of life. Assiduously carry out these three 
aspects of feeding: preach to the people the word of 
teaching, show them in yourselves an example of a 
good life, zealously offer up supplication to God for 
the flock entrusted to your care, strive to administer 
to them the holy Mysteries, that is, enlighten unbe- 
lievers by holy baptism, try to lead to repentance and 
correction of life those who have sinned after bap- 
tism, vouchsafe unto those worthy the all-pure Mys- 
teries of the Body and Blood of Christ, take care for 
the sick, especially that they not depart this life 
without the Holy Mysteries and that they are not left 
without final unction. With the divine Paul, ‘Icharge 
you before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, Who shall 
judge the living and the dead at His appearing and 
His kingdom: Preach the word, be diligent in season, 
out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long- 
suffering and doctrine’ [ef. II Tim. 4: 1-2]. ‘I exhort 
you, brethren: warn them that are unruly, encourage 
the fainthearted, support the weak, be patient to- 
ward all men. Pray without ceasing. In everything 
give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
concerning you’ [I Thess. 5: 14, 17-18). ‘Be ye an 
‘example for the believers, in word, in conduct, in love, 
in spirit, in faith, in purity’ (cf. Tim. 4:12, ‘givingno 
offense in any thing, that the ministry be not blamed, 
but in all things commending yourselves as the 
ministers of God’ (cf. II Cor. 6: 3-4]. If ye keep all of 
this, then truly, ‘when the chief Shepherd shall 
appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth 
not away’ [I Pet. 5:4). O that all of us might receive 
this glory, through the grace of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to Whom is due glory and dominion, with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, unto the ages ofages! The 
blessing of the Lord be upon you, through His grace, 
now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.” 
‘The epistle we have cited is penetrated through 
and through with a single thought: the magnitude 
and sanctity of the pastoral ministry; and the same 
thought likewise penetrates the final instruction of 
the holy hierarch, addressed to the clergy of the 
Diocese of Voronezh, contained in his spiritual testa- 
ment. The same thought also inspired the saint all 
throughout his twenty years of laborious archpastoral 
service. When he acceded tothe cathedra of Voronezh, 
the holy Metrophanes selflessly took upon himself 
the difficult and complex responsibilities of a bishop. 
Asan experienced steward who exercised care for the 
property of the Church, he strove to increase the 
financial base of his poor diocese and carefully put in 
order the external practice of its economy. But his 
principal concerns were concentrated in his pastoral 


care for the salvation of the souls of the flock en- 
trusted to him by the Lord. Saint Metrophanes was 
a true pastor and conducted his ministry with the 
fear of God: with love and kindness the holy hierarch 
ploughed the field of men’s hearts, that he might sow 
in them the saving seed of the Word of God, and only 
in extreme cases, for the uprooting of vice, did he have 
recourse to stern measures of punishment. 

The saint's cathedral city was not welcoming in 
its greeting to its new hierarch: the episcopal resi- 
dence was so dilapidated that the elderly bishop was, 
compelled at first to take shelter, with the members 
of his household, in a publicinn, and in those days, as, 
he himself describes it, he endured “great want” and 
even had to buy his own bread. The funding for the 
new diocese entrusted to the administration of the 
holy Metrophanes was very modest, Not counting 
Voronezh, there were six towns of insignificant size 
attached to the diocese from the Metropolitan See of 
Ryazan’: Yeletz, Korotoyak, Zemlyansky, Uryv, Orlov 
and Kostensky, and moneys collected from the local 
churches and monasteries had to support the bishop 
and his household. After the dreadful events of the 
summer of 1682, the ecclesiastical and secular au- 
thorities in Moscow no longer showed any concern for 
the needs of the newly-established little diocese of 
Voronezh. Subsequently, in his petitions the holy 
one pointed out that he had been “sent to Voronezh 
from Moscow during atimeof troubles, andno thought 
was taken for (his] financial support,” which is why 
“in Voronezh, in the house of the all-holy Theotokos, 
there were no estates or income-producing proper- 
ties, and [he], Bishop Metrophanes, had no income.” 
Thus, the first problem that the holy hierarch had to 
deal with was the financial needs of the diocese. He 
himself led so simple a life that his needs could be 
satisfied with avery modest income. Yet the poverty 
of the diocese was troubling to him because it con- 
demned to want all the members of his episcopal 
household, would not allow him to distribute gener- 
ous alms to the poor, and finally, prohibited the 
diocese from conducting the divine services of the 
Church with any degree of magnificence, athing dear 
to the heart of the saint. 

In and of itself the difficult question of his dioc- 
esan finances was further complicated by a new and 
unwelcome development: he was forced to defend the 
boundaries of his eparchy against the claims of two 
successive metropolitans of Ryazan’, Paul and 
Abramius, who were dissatisfied with the estrange- 
ment from their see of several cities which had been 
assigned to the newly-established Diocese of 
Voronezh. This dispute concerning the boundaries of 


the contiguous dioceses arose in part because the 
council of 1674 had decided that each diocese would 
be guided in the demarcation of the cities and dis- 
tricts which comprised it by the old cadasters [regis- 
ters of property for the purposes of taxation] which 
had been compiled shortly after the Time of Troubles. 
But later, when in the Ukraine, thanks to the great 
influx of immigrants, a whole series of new towns 
arose in the course of time, the new state of affairs no 
longer corresponded with the old cadasters, which 
nonetheless continued to be used for guidance in 
matters of property ownership and taxation. The 
causes of the dispute were various, for several vil- 
ages close to Voronezh or to the districts of the 
Diocese of Voronezh voluntarily separated them- 
selves from Ryazan’, while there were attempts by 
several parishes of the Diocese of Voronezh to rejoin 
Ryazan’, in which case the holy Metrophanes took 
steps to regain the renegade parishes. The long 
dispute between Saint Metrophanes and the metro- 
politans of Ryazan’ over the boundaries of their 
neighboring dioceses was finally decided in the saint's 
favor by Tsar Peter I Alexievich in the spring of 1699. 
At that time, the following towns were united to the 
Voronezh Diocese from that of Ryazan’: Usman’, 
Demshinsk, Byelokolodez’ and the village of Mokry 
Boyarak, and from the Diocese of Byelogorod the 
town of Ostrogozhsk or Rybny. Previous to this (in 
1697), Patriarch Adrian (patriarch 1690-1700] sig- 
nificantly extended the boundaries of the Diocese of 
Voronezh, uniting to it the new settlements of the 
Voronezh region along the rivers Bityug, Ikorets and 
Osered (tributaries of the River Don). Under the 
saint’s administration, the number of estates and 
income-producing properties of Voronezh’ episcopal 
household grew considerably: some of them were 
transferred to it by the ecclesiastical or secular au- 
thorities on petition from the holy Metrophanes, in 
which he pointed out the poverty of his hierarchal 
household; others were donated by Tsar Peter I, who 
showed particular favor to Saint Metrophanes among 
the hierarchs of the Church of Russia. 

One of the first concerns of the holy Metrophanes 
was the construction of a new cathedral, for the Holy 


Annunciation Cathedral which existed at that time « 


was very old, While yet in Moscow before leaving for 
Voronezh, the holy hierarch had asked that a suit- 
able site be allotted for the erection of a new cathe- 
dral. A reply to this request was received in a royal 
diploma dated June 19th, 1682, addressed to the 
military commander of Voronezh, on the basis of 
which almost a third of the city was set aside for the 
cathedral and the episcopal residence. Butinsufficient 


funds compelled the holy Metrophanes to postpone 
his plans and to limit himself to the repair of the 
existing cathedral church. On March 24th, 1683, the 
holy hierarch sent a petition to the sovereigns, asking 
them to assign to him, for a period of three years, two 
of the many carpenters drafted by the government 
from the cities and monasteries of the Diocese of 
Voronezh for the purpose of ship-building, their sala- 
ries to be paid out of the diocesan treasury. However, 
the cathedral turned out to be so dilapidated that it 
was useless to try to renovate it: the roof and its 
supporting timbers were on the verge of collapse, 80 
that it was perilous to hold services in the building. 
Describing in a petition to Patriarch Joachim the 
decrepit state of the church, the holy hierarch asked 
him to permit the construction of a new cathedral of 
‘stone, because bricks and stone were close at hand, 
while the nearest suitable forests “were far distant, 
more than twenty miles away.” Soon the holy 
Metrophanes received from the patriarch a formal 
diploma, dated April 19th, 1684, blessing the con- 
struction ofa stone cathedral, to be dedicated, as was 
the former church, to the Annunciation of the all-holy 
‘Theotokos. To provide supplementary funding for 
the construction of the cathedral, the tsars donated a 
mill on the River Yelets, and when the building was 
nearing completion, they and the regent Sophia 
Alexievna made a further donation (on December 
16th, 1688) of a bell almost three tons in weight. The 
cathedral was consecrated sometime before 1692. 
‘The Cathedral of the Holy Annunciation, which 
was built through the efforts of the holy hierarch, was 
a church which significantly surpassed all the other 
churches of Voronezh in its dimensions. Its architec- 
ture was very simple: Upon its high, straight walls, 
pierced with two rows of windows, rested a low 
wooden roof with five large cupolas crowned by tall 
crosses. On the south side of the church, adjacent to 
the sanctuary of the main church, but separated from 
it by a blind wall, as was the custom of the time, there 
was an adjoining side-chapel dedicated to the Arch- 
angel Michael, whose name the saint had borne in 
the world. The pious zeal of the holy hierarch and his 
care for the majesty of the church of God is no less 
eloquently testified to by the internal aspect of the 
cathedral. Before the sanctuary there stood a six- 
tiered iconostasis skillfully fashioned of wood. The 
main icons of the iconostasis were adorned with 
covering of silver gilt. A velvet cloth embroidered 
with gold thread covered the holy altar-table. While 
humble and full of simplicity in his domestic prac- 
tices, Saint Metrophanes loved magnificence in the 
temple of God, both in the vestments of the clergy and 


the ecclesiastical appointments. For this reason, 
during the tenure of the holy one (especially in his 
later years, when the Diocese of Voronezh had be- 
come larger and wealthier) the cathedral of Voronezh 
was rich in precious vestments. The greater portion 
of them was of satin, silk and velvet, but there were 
also those made of fabrics no longer extant, yet 
nonetheless remarkable. Many of the vestments 
were embroidered in gold and silver. The ecclesias- 
tical appointments with very few exceptions were of 
silvergilt. Allof this, as the saint says in his spiritual 
testament, was collected “with great labor”. For 
example, to buy material for vestments, Saint 
Metrophanes sent not only to Moscow, but even to 
Astrakhan, where precious silks from the Orient, 
imported through Persia, were obtainable. 

The saintly bishop loved the cathedral church he 
had built, as though it were his own child, and before 
his death he exhorted all to preserve intact every- 
thing in it. But relentless time and people who were 
inattentive to the last will of the holy hierarch did not 
carry out his instructions: by the end of the 19th 
century very little remained in the Holy Annuncia- 
tion Cathedral from his time—only a few items of no 
considerable value, such as a staff of bronze and an 
embroidered mantia, A not inconsiderable portion of 
the funds for the construction of the cathedral andits 
precious appointments was probably collected by the 
saint elsewhere, perhaps in Moscow, from prominent 
people who had known him before. The local finances 
of the newly-organized diocese, especially early on, 
before it grew, were very modest. In the last resort, 
the saint complained to the sovereign of the lack of 
funding for the cathedral, as a result of which there 
was “a great lack” of candles, incense and church 
wine, while in other dioceses such things were pur- 
chased by the diocesan treasury. By a royal docu- 
ment dated July 10th, 1696, it was commanded that 
the cathedral be issued annually, “in perpetuity”, 
and without any diminution, five pounds of wax for 
candles and five rubles for wine and incense “from 
the Voronezh tax revenues.” A quite large number of 
clergy was attached to the cathedral, and during the 
divine services a separate hierarchal choir, consist- 
ing of between thirteen and twenty men, usually did 
the chanting. 

Because of the punctilious and magnificent di- 
vine services of the holy hierarch, the Holy Annun- 
ciation Cathedral became the favorite church of the 
residents of Voronezh, both permanent and transient 
alike, and from its books of commemoration dating to 
that period one encounters the names of prominent 
individuals of the realm: for example, Leo Kirillovich 
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Naryshkin (Tsar Peter's maternal uncle), Theodore 
Avramovich Lopukhin (his father-in-law)and Tikhon 
Nikolaevich Stryeshnev(a nobleman who was a close 
confidant of the tsar). 

‘The Holy Annunciation Cathedral did not last for 
Jong: fourteen years later (ca. 1717), after the death 
of its founder, it collapsed because trenches were 
excavated too close to it, but principally because of 
the instability of its foundation. But this lamentable 
occurrence happened in accordance with divine provi- 
dence and served, as we shall see, to reveal the glory 
of God. 

Loving the temple of God and convinced of its 
profound influence upon the assimilation of the true 
Faith and good morals among the people, the holy 
Metrophanes was able toinspire this love in his flock. 
During his tenure in the Diocese of Voronezh the 
building of churches intensified, and the number of 
churches increased fourfold over what had existed 
previously. 

‘The holy Metrophanes’ activity was truly a bless- 
ing from God for the newly-organized Diocese of 
Voronezh. Under his wise administration all as- 
pects, not only of the life of the Church, but that of the 
wholeregion, experienced abeneficial change, Monks, 
the married clergy and layfolk were all equally dear 
tothe saint, and he cared for them all equally, for he 
realized that they were all, without exception, en- 
trusted by the Lord to his archpastoral guidance. 

The monasteries of the Diocese of Voronezh found 
for themselvesa spiritual guide in the person of Saint, 
Metrophanes. He had acceded to the see of Voronezh 
after livingin various monasteries for nineteen years. 
For fourteen of the nineteen years he had been abbot 
in twocommunities. The holy one had acquired great 
experience both in governing brotherhoods and in 
administering their finances during his abbacy of the 
Unzhensk Monastery, whose brotherhood was com- 
paratively large, and which was richly endowed with 
estates. 

‘The measures undertaken by the saint with re- 
gard to the monasteries of the Diocese of Voronezh 
were directed, first of all, toward the uprooting of the 
disorders which had become firmly entrenched in 
them, and which originated in the self-will of the 
monks and of laymen who subsidized the monaster- 
ies, exacerbating the general disorder of life in the 
border regions. The holy hierarch made the monas- 
teries subject directly to his own oversight when the 
interference of lay “donors” in their internal order 
radically violated the very principles of monastic life. 
It is for this reason that Voronezh’s Borshevsky 
Monastery of the Life-creating Trinity, which had 


been built by Don Cossacks who took the tonsure 
there in old age or illness, was made subject to 
episcopal administration. The monastery was 
wealthy: it had received no few privileges and in- 
come-producing lands from the Don forces, who were 
accustomed to view it as their own property. Hence 
arose the meddling of the Cossacksin the monastery’s 
affairs, and disorder in the monastery itself. The self- 
will of the monks of the Borshevsky Monastery who 
were supported by the Don Cossacks reached the 
point where the holy Metrophanes was compelled to 
write in a petition to the great sovereigns: “The Don 
Cossacks have made it impossible for me, your peti- 
tioner, [to deal with] the spiritual and official affairs 
of the monastery and the peasants subject to the 
monastery.” By a royal document, dated February 
9th, 1686, the monastery, with its peasants, land 
holdings and privileges, was place under the admin- 
istration of the Bishop of Voronezh, thus terminating 
itsindependentexistence. It was also ordered tosend 
the Cossacks to the Don, away from the monastery, 
that they might cease to act proprietarily in regard to 
it. Cossacks who travelled to the monastery on 
pilgrimage were restricted to a stay of no more than 
three days, Several others monasteries were like- 
wise placed under the administration of the episcopal 
household during the saint's tenure, and one— 
Voronezh’s Holy Dormition Monastery—was closed. 

Yet even so, the holy Metrophanes took great 
pains to support those monasteries which he consid- 
ered essential to meet the spiritual needs of his flock. 
With this objective in mind, the holy hierarch even 
undertook to found new monasteries. In 1682, at his 
direction, the Skete of the Nativity on Stone Moun- 
tain, which belonged to Yelets’ Monastery of the Life- 
creating Trinity, was transformed into a coenobitic 
convent for elderly ladies of the city of Yelets who had 
been left “in great need.” There were two monaster- 
ies which were founded in the Diocese of Voronezh in 
the time of the holy hierarch Metrophanes: The 
Korotoyaksky Monastery of the Holy Ascension, and 
the Bityusky Monastery of the Life-creating Trinity. 

In the monasteries of the Diocese of Voronezh 
there were at that time no little disorder and discord 
‘Though the monasteries’ finances were in disarray 
and were greatly impaired by inordinate government 
obligations, the foremost problem was that the life of 
the monastics was far removed from the high emi- 
nence of their monastic vows. It was to this that the 
holy hierarch turned his attention. 

He demanded that a strict account be kept in all 
monasteries of income and expenditures. In the 
Convent of the Holy Protection he instituted the 


office of treasurer, who was to be chosen by common 
vote. In the Divnogorsky Monastery of the Dormition 
he established a just allocation of funds among the 
brethren. Then, the saint interceded with the tsar for 
a reduction of government obligations, and in the 
cases of several monasteries his mediation was suc- 
cessful: during the tenure of the holy Metrophanes 
the number of letters patent of Tsar Peter I to the 
monasteries of the Diocese of Voronezh greatly de- 
clined. To assess accurately the significance of the 
holy hierarch’s mediations, one must understand 
that the tsar, in view of the tremendous exertion of all 
the nation’s powers of production for the needs of the 
state, was little inclined to requests of this sort. 

In his care that piety and good morals flourish 
among the inhabitants of the monastic communities 
of the Voronezh region, the holy Metrophanes first of 
all strove to restrain the self-will of the monastics, 
who had experienced almost no episcopal oversight 
up to that time. The case of the Tolshevsky Monas- 
tery of the Holy Transfiguration is illustrative of this. 
Within that monastery the holy one became an object 
of indignation after he forbade the sale of wine near 
the monastery, because such commerce contributed 
tothe disorders in the monastery. That portion of the 
brethren who were displeased with the saint’s de- 
cree, acting under the influence of Thomas Godovikov, 
avulgar man, andhis father Pimen, whohadrecently 
received the tonsure in that community, resolved “to 
join the Diocese of Ryazan’, and no longer tobe part 
of the Diocese of Voronezh.” The fact that the 
Tolshevsky Monastery was a great distance from 
Ryazan’, which made it very difficult for the bishops 
of that see to exercise oversight, was viewed as an 
asset by the monks, who did not wish to live as 
befitted monastics. This blatant opposition to the 
authority of the bishop was accompanied by such 
disorder that the Tolshevsky Monastery became ut- 
terly desolate, and the brethren were compelled to 
depart. In view of the claims of Metropolitan Paul of 
Ryazan’ to the Tolshevsky Monastery, the holy 
Metrophanes decided not to put an end to the tumult 
on his own authority, and appealed instead to Patri- 
arch Joachim. In reply to this, a patriarchal diploma 
was issued on November 22nd, 1684, whereby the 
Tolshevsky Monastery was assigned tothe Diocese of 
Voronezh. 

In the case of grave misdemeanors on the part of 
the monastics, the holy hierarch was not lenient with 
them and punished them justly: he either committed 
them to the strict judgment of the secular authori- 
ties, or subjected them to punishments characteristic 
of those stern times. Yet throughout, Saint 


Metrophanes considered the influence on the con- 
science and sensibilities of the guilty party to be 
essential. In one decree dating from those times, 
addressed to the abbess of the Convent of the Holy 
Protection, we read: “It is commanded that those 
convicted and sent to the convent for humbling, and 
who are kept in fetters...be brought regularly to the 
church of God for all the divine services.” 

Striving to eradicate the disorders and distur- 
bances in the monasteries of the diocese, the holy 
Metrophanes took care to direct the life of the 
monastics toward the path indicated by the monastic 
vows. He achieved influence over the monks in 
exhortations, in which he set before them the lessons 
of true asceticism: he pointed out that the church 
services should be performed in accordance with the 
requirements of the typicon, that the chanting at the 
services should be monophonic and calm, that the 
monks should attend church daily without fail, should 
fulfil their personal rule of prayer, keep the fasts and 
receive Holy Communion during each fast period, 
that they should live in peace with one another and 
not leave their monastery except in case of necessity. 
Onentering a new monastery, as permitted in case of 
need, the monk must submit to its abbot a “letter 
from the original monastery from which he came.” 
The holy hierarch demanded of the abbots of monas- 
teries that they teach the brethren “the command- 
ments of the Lord, the Tradition of the holy apostles 
and fathers,” and that they confirm their teaching 
themselvesby the example ofa good and God-pleasing 
life. 

Such were the instructions given to monastics by 
the holy Metrophanes, whoalone provided them with 
‘an example of true asceticism by his own life. The 
influence of these instructions upon the monks was 
reinforced by his sympatheticresponsiveness to their 
needs, Entries in the parish books of Voronezh’s 
episcopal household from the time of Saint 
Metrophanes point to the fact that during his circuits 
ofvisitation he collected money to distribute tomonks 
and nuns; at the request of needy monks, he provided 
funds for the purchase of books. 

‘The holy hierarch Metrophanes treated the mar- 
ried clergy of his diocese similarly: with strictness 
andjustice, yet at thesame time sympathetically and 
responsively. Aflame with the spirit of pastoral zeal, 
he strove to kindle its fire also in the hearts of the 
pastors subject to him, reasoning that “the simple 
layman who has sinned against his own soul alone 
will give answer to God, but a priest must answer for 
the many people of his flock.” With entreaty and 
admonition the holy hierarch waged war against the 
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weaknesses with which the pastors of Voronezh were 
plagued. Among them were many unworthy men, 
‘who provided a poor example for their flock by drunk- 
enness and a disorderly life, who were even accused 
of stealing and brigandry, who of their own will had 
ceased to serve their parishes, depriving them of the 
divine services for long periods of time and failing to 
celebrate services of need. Clergymen guilty of such 
malfeasance the holy Metrophanes either humbled 
through confinement to a monastery and suspended 
them from serving the divine services, or deposed 
them from their rank, taking back their ordination 
documents, so that the grace of God might not be 
mocked. To forestall such grievous occurrences in 
the life of the clergy, the holy hierarch exercised great 
care in choosing candidates to fill pastoral vacancies; 
furthermore, he accepted from other dioceses only 
those priests who had documents of release from 
their bishops. In addition to such strict measures, 
the holy one addressed to the pastors an exhortation, 
urging them “to teach [their parishioners] continu- 
ally from the divine Scriptures,” to piously observe 
and keep the holy days of the Great Fast, and to fulfill 
the Christian obligation of confession and the receiv- 
ing of the communion of the Holy Mysteries. 

While he dealt sternly with the vices of the clergy, 
the holy hierarch was responsive to their needs. The 
forgotten and neglected clergymen of the Diocese of 
Voronezh found in their bishop a zealous and mighty 
defender. In the not infrequent cases when they 
brought grievances against laymen, he reported the 
guilty parties to the secular authorities for “mali- 
cious mischief against the priestly rank”, or he him- 
self forbade the “mockers” access to the church and 
the Holy Mysteries until they repented, asked for- 
giveness and became reconciled with the priest they 
had mistreated. How much the holy one loved those 
clergymen of his diocese who blamelessly fulfilled the 
responsibilities of their ministry is evident from his 
spiritual testament. There, in words full of love and 
humility, he asks his successor in that see “not to 
abuse or oppress” his close collaborators in the ad- 
ministration of the diocese, who “have undertaken 
tremendous labors.” 

Unfortunately, insufficient information has come 
down to us as to how the holy hierarch Metrophanes 
cared for the salvation of the laity. Doubtless the 
saintly bishop was compelled to wage serious and 
unremitting battle against the moral disorders which 
abounded within his self-willed flock. Yet there is 
some information, admittedly fragmentary, of the 
holy hierarch’s intense efforts tostrengthen thefamily 
life ofhis flock, among whom particularly pernicious 


departure from the laws of morality was evident. He 
placed under the strict supervision of the Church the 
basis of the family—marriage—so as to stave off the 
vice, rife among his motley flock, of cohabiting with- 
out the blessing of the Church, or marriage between 
Don Cossacks and residents of Voronezh without the 
blessing of the latters’ parents. Tostrengthen among 
the flock the concept of the sanctity of the marriage 
bond, the holy Metrophanes gave permission for 
divorce only with particular circumspection; more- 
over, it was not an unusual occurrence for members 
of the flock, who took divorce as lightly as they did 
marriage itself, to address petitions to him. For 
dissipated persons who had defiled their family 
hearth, the holy hierarch employed stern measures 
of chastisement in the spirit of the times: a depraved 
landowner who was summoned by the bishop to the 
ecclesiastical consistory was, on the hierarch’s or- 
ders, imprisoned at the district police station and 
was afterwards clapped in irons and dispatched todo 
penitential service under the baker of the Holy 
Dormition Monastery. But these strict punishments 
were imposed by the hierarch only in exceptional 
cases, when there were no mitigating circumstances 
which the bishop could accept. 

Concerning himself with the purity of the morals 
of his flock, the holy Metrophanes took up arms 
against popular celebrations, which at that time 
were of a notably immoral nature. One decree of his 
time forbids swinging on swings, “demonic games”, 
dancing and the clapping ofhands, holding that these 
pastimes led to works abominable to our Savior and 
pleasing to the adversary, the devil. 

It is certain that the Old Ritualists, who had 
settled in Saint Metrophanes’ diocese and were win- 
ning over many of his flock, caused him much con- 
cern. He labored tirelessly to preserve the integrity 
of his flock, employing education as his principal 
means, but did not hesitate to resort to stern mea- 
sures in cases where he felt they were justified. Yet 
his best defense against them was his own exalted 
personality, for he was a kind-hearted bishop. 

While the holy hierarch waged war against the 
ailments which violated the unity of the Church of 
Voronezh and had a deleterious effect upon its life, 
the holy Metrophanes also fought against the ail- 
ments of society—the poverty and indigence which 
quite often resulted in a depraved way of life. The 
course of events in the life of the nation abetted the 
rapid rise in the number of the poor and deprived in 
the Diocese of Voronezh in the time of Saint 
Metrophanes. Thus, the true significance of his 
charitable activity may only be understood and as- 
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sessed fully in connection with the state of the Don 
region at that time, during the reign of Peter I. And 
here we shall devote some space to the close relations 
between the holy Metrophanes and Tsar Peter I, 
which will comprise some of the more splendid pages 
in the account of the holy hierarch’s God-pleasing 
life. 

‘Saint Metrophanes was in Moscow in the dread- 
ful year of 1682, when the ten-year old Peter acceded 
to the throne. During the first days of the young 
tsar's reign, the streltsy and the Old Ritualists re- 
volted in Moscow, and several close kinsmen of Tsar 
Peter perished violently at the hands of the rioters. 
‘The terrible traces of the horrors he was forced to 
witness remained on the soul of the sovereign all his, 
life in the form of a painful shortness of temper and 
an extreme cruelty toward those whom he considered 
the enemies of his royal authority seeking to thwart, 
his will. But in the soul of the holy hierarch, who had 
also endured much affliction because of the terrible 
things which had happened in Moscow, there always 
remained love for the brilliant tsar, who even as a 
child had impressed those around him with his intel- 
ligence and comeliness. 

Until the year 1696, relations between the ascetic 
bishop and the young tsar were in no way distin- 
guishable from the usual relations of a diocesan 

ishop to the sovereign. But from that time circum- 
inces were altered, and life itself brought the holy 
hierarch close to the tsar. 

Desiring that Russia obtain access to the Sea of 
‘Azov and the Black Sea, Tsar Peter started a war 
with the Turks, The first siege (in 1695) of the 
Turkish city of Azov, which was on the border with 
Russia, was a failure, for there was no fleet of ships 
to support from the water the actions of the Russian 
forces ashore and to prevent the Turks from support- 
ing from the sea their besieged fortress. Then Tsar 
Peter thus resolved to create a navy, and chose 
Voronezh as the place where he would build his ships, 
largely because of the relatively close proximity of 
abundant forests. Thus, Voronezh and the towns 
nearby along the River Voronezh were transformed 
into a vast shipyard, which the tsar often visited, 
sometimes residing in Voronezh for extended periods 
of time in the palace he had built on an island in the 
midst of the river. 

The life of Saint Metrophanes’ cathedral city had 
by then been completely altered, for it was not only 
the residents of the Voronezh area who were drawn 
intothe labor of ship-building, butas many as twenty- 
six thousand workmen were assembled there from 
all over Russia for that task. At that time the 


populace was weighed down with many obligations, 
but this obligation was particularly heavy both be- 
cause of its difficulty and because of the novelty of 
ship-building as a craft. Added to this was the fact 
that the overseers of the work, who were for the most 
part ungodly men of a decidedly venal sort, were 
more concerned for their own gain, and the newly- 
arrived workmen, not having the necessary accom- 
modations, were forced to find shelter wherever they 
could along the banks of the River Voronezh. This 
resulted in the spread of contagious diseases among 
the workers. The sick lay where they fell, and since 
there was no alternative available to them, in the 
majority of cases they died. This grievous situation 
resulted in hundreds of workmen fleeing the area: 
they were pursued and arrested, and thus the prisons 
were also filled to overflowing. 

‘The Russians’ inability to build ships created a 
need for foreign master craftsmen, who were called to 
Voronezh from abroad by the hundreds. On the 
banks of the river, near the shipyard, they estab- 
lished a whole German settlement, in which they 
built two Protestant churches. Many, if not all, the 
foreigners who came to Russia were men who had not 
been able to settle down in their native lands and had 
gone to Russia for pecuniary reasons, When the 
Russian tsar issued his invitation from abroad, there 
appeared many “depraved men given to drunken- 
ness, rape and divers crimes.” As foremen over the 
Russian workers, and conscious of their own superior 
accomplishments, the foreign master craftsmen gen- 
erally adopted a scornful attitude toward the Rus- 
sians: they ridiculed them for their different customs 
and morals, as though there were nothing about 
them which was not in some way reprehensible. As 
Protestants, they permitted themselves toscoffopenly 
at the Orthodox Faith—at the reverence shown the 
saints, the keeping of the fasts, and the veneration of 
icons. Among the Russians who surrounded them, 
there were people who, while copying the skills of the 
foreigners, also copied from them much that was bad, 
turning their backs on the good commandments of 
their fathers and even on the Orthodox Faith. But 
among the majority of the populace one began to note 
adisaffection which increased in intensity when they 
noticed the tsar’s closeness to the foreigners. They 
could not reconcile their concept, formed over the 
centuries and fixed in the minds of the people, of the 
tsar as a majestic and pious guardian of the age-old 
traditions, who preserved the rules of the Church 
inviolate, with the concept of a carpenter-tsar, the 
crony of foreigners, who often feasted with them and 
did not keep the fasts. The tsar’s labors for the good 


of the Russian nation seemed to the common folk, in 
their ignorance, to be strange and incomprehensible. 
‘They felt only the burdens of the sovereign’s reforms, 
and were incapable of envisioning the good fruit they 
would bear in the future. Hence, a blind dissatisfac- 
tion began to ferment among the people, and dark 
rumors were circulated about the tsar himself. 

During these difficult times, the holy hierarch 
Metrophanes showed himself to be for the royal 
laborer a helper who supported the work he had 
undertaken with all the means at his disposal. Tsar 
Peter understood well and valued highly the formi- 
dable support he had in the ardent zeal the holy 
hierarch had for the tsar ‘and the whole Christian 
people; and, beginning with his first trip to Voronezh, 
he showed the saint tokens of his favor. 

On the cathedral’s patronal feast, March 25th, 
1696, the sovereign attended the divine liturgy at the 
cathedral, which was celebrated by the holy 
Metrophanes; moreover, the tsar’s own chanters sang 
on the right kleros. On April 12th, he attended 
paschal matins, at which hisown singers alsochanted. 
At the tsar’s orders, when the paschal canon began, 
a salute was fired from the ships of the fleet. It.as at, 
that time that the tsar presented the holy hierarch 
with twosets of vestments: one of white damask linen 
embroidered with gold thread, and another of gold 
embroidered with plants made of silver and silken 
thread. The attention of the sovereign so delighted 
the holy Metrophanes that he reported the “benefi- 
cence and merciful generosity” of the tsar to him in a 
special communication to the patriarch. 

Saint Metrophanes loved and respected the tsar, 
and considered it his duty to render him assistance. 
The burdens connected with the building of the fleet 
exasperated the people, who expressed their displea- 
sure by committing arson and taking to light. In his 
exhortations in church the holy hierarch explained 
the needs of the state in full and the benefit which 
would result from the work undertaken by the tsar, 
and he restored peace to the hearts of many. “When 
the great sovereign, establishing a shipyard in 
Voronezh, built the fleet which was absolutely essen- 
tial for the routing of the Turks and the seizure of 
Azov from them,” says one of the first historians of 
Peter I’s reign, “this hierarch, in the excess (so to 
speak) of his zeal for his, sovereign and his native 
land, in teachings which, though simple, had a pow- 
erful affect upon the hearts of the people, praised the 
intentions of the sovereign and exhorted those en- 
gaged in the labors, and all the people, to coperate 
assiduously with the paternal concerns of the 
monarch.” 


Yet the holy hierarch had an even greater influ- 
ence upon the homeless poor who had come to gather 
in Voronezh, for he cared for them in a truly fatherly 
manner imbued with loving-kindness. The poor and 
unfortunate were close and dear to his heart, as the 
little ones of whom our Lord Jesus Christ said that a 
good deed done to them was done as if to Himself{cf. 
Mt. 28: 10; 25: 36-40]. One of the biographers of the 
holy Metrophanes rightly says: “The holy hierarch 
had one constant rule of life: not to reserve anything 
for himself, but to give all that he acquired to God, 
Who bestoweth all things, and to his neighbors who 
had nothing.” All the saint's travels within his 
diocese were true feasts for the needy. When he 
intended to set out on such a journey, the holy one 
took “to his cell from the treasury one hundred rubles 
{a considerable sum in those times] to distribute as 
alms to those who had lost everything in fires, to the 
prisons, to the almshouses and houses of detention, 
to the poor and indigent, to those in exile for any 
reason, and for the monks and nuns of any monastic 
communities he would visit during his circuit of the 
cities and towns of his diocese.” The permanent or 
newly-arrived residents of the monasteries of 
Voronezh received the benefitof the holy Metrophanes’ 
generosity and mercy to a greater extent. “His 
episcopal residence,” says the saint's biographer, 
“was a refuge for all the sorrowful, a hostel for the 
elderly, a hospital for the sick, a place of rest for the 
poor.” With a generous hand the saint provided the 
elderly and poor with clothing, linen and money from 
his own episcopal treasury; and he had food served to 
the paupers. And he was a benefactor not only of 
Russians, but of the foreigners as well: he visited the 
prisons and stocks, warming with words of sympathy 
the embittered hearts of those he encountered there, 
and giving them alms. When the saint grew too old 
and weak to visit the prisons, he sent alms for 
distribution by people who were close to him. And the 
holy one would provide funds to bury the nameless 
foreign workers who died far from home, if there was 
no-one else to do so: during several months, probably 
when contagion was rife, the saint purchased burial- 
shrouds and paid to have graves dug for tens of the 
indigent. ‘The love of the holy hierarch would not 
permit him to leave them without burial, and he 
himself prayed for them and ordered the namesof the 
Orthodox who reposed “without confession and Holy 
Communion” entered in the cathedrals books of com- 
memoration, to be remembered in perpetuity. 

In May of 1696, the tsar set forth with the fleet 
which had been built in Voronezh for Azov, which he 
attacked and took on July 19th, with the prayerful 


collaboration of Saint Metrophanes. The holy bishop 
was informed of the details of this victory by Tsar 
Peter's tutor, Nicetas Moiseyevich Zotov, in a letter 
dated August 10th, written, probably, at the request 
of the sovereign himself. Zotov asked the saint for 
private and public prayers in thanksgiving for the 
mercy of God, and prayers for the health of the 
sovereign and the army. Subsequently, a royal di- 
ploma arrived, addressed to the military commander 
of Voronezh, containing a report of the taking of Azov; 
and ordering His Grace, Bishop Metrophanes to 
celebrate a service of thanksgiving in the cathedral, 
which all government functionaries were to attend. 

In the spring of 1699, the sovereign arrived in 
Voronezh to prepare anew flotilla. The holy hierarch 
Metrophanes assumed that, following the custom of 
previous years, the tsar would visit him after the 
divine services in the cathedral on March 25th; and 
he set in motion the preparations necessary for re- 
ceiving hiseminent guest. This touching care imbues 
his letter to Theodore Ioannovich Kukol’, a colonel of 
Ostrogozhsk: “The feast of the Annunciation of the 
all-holy Theotokos is coming,” writes the holy hier- 
arch, “and the cathedral in Voronezh is dedicated to 
the Annunciation. Theodore Ivanovich, because of 
this honored feast and the arrival of the great sover- 
eign, please try tofinda fresh sturgeon, or atleastone 
only recently salted. Such a thing is nowhere obtain- 
able here in Voronezh.” And the tsar did in fact spend 
the feast of the Annunciation and Pascha with the 
holy hierarch. And again he made generous dona- 
tions to the Voronezh episcopal household and dio- 
cose, thereby showing his profound respect for the 
holy Metrophanes. After liturgy at the Holy Annun- 
ciation Cathedral on March 25th, the sovereign, 
while visiting the saint at his residence, attached the 
Dashinsky Hermitage on the River Don to the episco- 
pal household “because of the small size of the 
Voronezh Diocese and the many needs of the mem- 
bers of the {hierarchal] household”, and he also trans- 
ferred a number of towns to the Voronezh Diocese 
from the Dioceses of Ryazan’ and Byelgorod. On the 
feast of Holy Pascha, during the reading of the hours 
before the liturgy, the sovereign donated to the Dio- 
cese of Voronezh his own volost’ [the smallest admin- 
istrative district in pre-Revolutionary Russia] in the 
Diocese of Ryazan’, Mokry Boyarok, with its serfs, 
and to the episcopal household he donated absolute 
ownership of the mill belonging to the Metropolitan 
of Byelgorod on the River Sosna, in the town of 
Ostrogozhsk. These new gifts increased the meager 
income of the Diocese of Voronezh by a fifth; and thus 
was the long-standing dispute with the Metropolitan 


of Ryazan’ over the boundaries of the diocese resolved 
in favor of the holy hierarch Metrophanes. When the 
stiffnecked Metropolitan Abramius of Ryazan’, who 
had enjoyed the support of Patriarch Adrian, re- 
ceived the tsar’s diploma, he immediately sent to the 
Bishop of Voronezh the tax-assessment books for the 
districts in dispute, fearing the “great wrath” of the 
sovereign. 

On April 27th, 1699, the tsar set sail with the fleet 
for Azov, accompanying to Constantinople 
Ukraintsev, his ambassador plenipotentiary, who 
was being sent to Turkey to conclude the terms of 
peace; and he remainedin the south for a whole year. 
During that time, the aged hierarch fell soill that he 
thought he would never again rise from his bed. 
Preparing himself for death, he decided toreceive the 
tonsure to the great schema, and on August 30th 
informed Patriarch Adrian of this, asking his bless- 
ing. The patriarch answered the saint in a diploma 
dated September 2nd, in which he left it to the good 
pleasure of the bishop to fulfil his pious desire as he 
saw fit. However, the primate reminded him that, 
according the Church’s canons, a bishop who has 
received the schema is deprived of his hierarchal 
honors and the government of the flock entrusted to 
him, “that he might live for the one God, alone and in 
stillness, divorced from all ecclesiastical concerns.” 
On September 14th, the tsar returned to Voronezh, 
and the following day called on the ailing bishop and 
expressed his desire to take a meal with him. To 
prepare the dinner, the holy oneinvited the sovereign’s 
cook and head waiter. Itis thought that it was during 
this meeting between the tsar and the saint that the 
holy Metrophanes declared his intention to take the 
schema, but that Tsar Peter persuaded the holy one 
to put off acting upon his intention. In the spring of 
the following year, 1700, Tsar Peter again arrived in 
Voronezh. On March 25th, he attended the divine 
services at the cathedral, and afterwards he and his 
entire entourage dined with the saint. 

‘One of the tsar’s visits to Voronezh (either that of 
1699 or that of 1700) was marked by aclash between 
the saintly bishop and the sovereign, in which the 
archpastor of Voronezh showed forth that greatness 
of spirit which the fathers of the Church—Basil the 
Great, Ambrose of Milan, John Chrysostom and 
Philip of Moscow, who fearlessly upbraided emper- 
ors—displayed; and he made it clear that the souls of 
the flock entrusted to him were dearer to him than 
life, as declared by the great Chief Shepherd Wholaid 
down His own life for His sheep [cf. Jn. 10:15]. The 
tsar desired the holy Metrophanes to visit him at the 
palace he had erected on an island in the River 


‘Voronezh, and commanded him to present himself at 
the palace. Without delay the holy hierarch set out 
on foot to go to the tsar. But when he entered the 
courtyard which led to the palace, he saw that statues 
of the ancient Greek gods and godesses had been set 
up there on the tsar’s order, to serve as architectural 
adornment. The holy one immediately returned to 
his residence. The sovereign was apprised of this, 
but,not knowing the reason why the holy Metrophanes 
had turned back, he sent another messenger to him 
with orders that he attend upon the sovereign in the 
palace. But the saintly bishop replied: “Until the 
sovereign commandeth that the idols, which scandal- 
ize all the people, be taken away, I cannot set foot in 
the palace!” Enraged by the holy hierarch’s reply, the 
tsar sent him the following message: “If he will not 
come, he shall incur the death sentence for disobedi- 
ence to the powers that be.” To this threat the saint, 
replied: “The sovereign hath authority over my life, 
but it is not seemly for a Christian ruler to set up 
heathen idols and thus lead the hearts of the simple 
into temptation.” Towards evening, the tsar sud- 
denly heard the great bell of the cathedral toll, 
summoning the faithful to church. Since there was 
no particular feast being celebrated the following 
day, he sent to ask the bishop why the bell was being 
rung. “Because His Majesty has condemned me tobe 
executed, I, as a sinful man, must bring the Lord God 
repentance before my death and ask forgiveness of 
my sins at a general service of prayer, and for this 
cause I have ordered an all-night vigil to be served.” 
When he learnedof this, the tsar laughedandstraight- 
way commanded that the holy hierarch be told that 
his sovereign forgave him, and that he cease toalarm 
the people with the extraordinary tolling. And after- 
wards, Tsar Peter ordered the statues removed. One 
should understand that Peter never gave up his 
innovations, and if in this instance he yielded, it 
merely demonstrates the great respect he cherished 
for the bishop of Voronezh. The following day, the 
holy Metrophanes presented himself at the palace to 
thank the tsar. 

Prepared to stand firm unto death to guard the 
souls of the Christians, the holy hierarch protected 
their “simple hearts” from temptation, and especially 
from the deleterious influence of the foreigners. Yet 
he appreciated the benefit which could be derived 
from the crafts of which the foreigners were masters, 
and even while he was abbot of the Unzhensk Mon- 
astery had been friendly with the nobleman Khitrovo, 
an ardent proponent of close relations between Russia 
and Europe. The holy hierarch helped needy foreign- 
ers, and did not considerit reprehensible to make use 


oftheir skills. But he himself avoided foreigners and 
taught his flock to do so when the foreigners showed 
themselves to be opponents of the Orthodox Church 
and of good morals, “enemies of God, mockers of the 
Church, blasphemers of our Holy Faith,” introducers 
of “unseemly customs” among the Orthodox. And 
informed by just such opinions, the holy one included 
in his spiritual testament Patriarch Joachim’s ur- 
gent warning against fraternization with foreigners. 

The holy hierarch Metrophanes’ disinclination 
toward foreigners, which was justified and licit in 
this sense, might obviously have estranged the tsar- 
reformer from him, especially after their disagree- 
ment over the statues. Yet in actual fact this did not 
happen: Peter’s liking for the saintly bishop, basedon 
his good-will toward and respect for him, grew stron- 
ger and stronger with the passage of time, so that at 
the saint’s repose the sovereign was affected with a 
sense of irreparable loss. 

‘The year 1700 and those following were marked 
by the prolonged war with Sweden, which Russia 
found difficult to wage due to a lack of sufficient 
means. It is probable that the sovereign, who was 
already prepared for war, took the opportunity of this 
visit to tell the holy hierarch of his lack of funds; and 
the words of the tsar found a vibrant response in the 
soul of the holy Metrophanes, who viewed the war as 
a battle between Orthodox Russia and “the enemi 
of the holy Cross.” ‘The episcopal treasury contained 
4,000 rubles, and the holy one presented this entire 
amount—a vast sum at the time—as “a donation to 
the military forces of the naval fleet at Voronezh.” 
This timely gift of the holy bishop, serving as elo- 
quent proof of his love for his homeland and the tsar, 
was accepted by the sovereign with sincere gratitude. 
He expressed his own feelings in a diploma addressed 
to Saint Metrophanes, dated April 20th, which con- 
cluded with the following words: “We would that 
thou, Bishop Metrophanes, who prayest forus, might 
know this, the mercy of our royal majesty, toward 
thee for thine aforementioned zeal, wherein thou 
wast ever before assured.” 

The war with Sweden, which was at first so 
disastrous for Russia, quickly exhausted the slender 
means at the disposal of the tsar, so that he was 
compelled to melt down church bells to cast into 
cannon, The holy Metrophanes again came tothe aid 
of his sovereign: during those trying times he pre- 
sented to the admiralty at Voronezh 3,000 rubles for 
the building of ships. For this he received another 
diploma expressing the gratitude of the tsar, dated 
May 18th, 1701, in content similar to the first. 

‘The last meeting between the holy hierarch and 
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the sovereign took place in February of 1702, when 
the tsar, taking advantage of a lull in the war with 
‘Sweden, arrived in Voronezh to inspect the ship- 
yards. On the 28th he visited the holy Metrophanes 
and was received with the saint’s customary hospi- 
tality. The tsar knew that Russia’s successes were 
dear to the saint, and on March 6th he sent him as a 
gift an engraving depicting the Russian forces cap- 
turing the Swedish fortress of Noteburg on October 
11th, 1701, which Tsar Peter had renamed 
Schlusselburg (the name means “key-city”), because 
it unlocked for Russia access to the Baltic Sea. 

The holy hierarch and the great tsar were not 
fated to meet again before the death of the saint. But 
even beyond the grave the favorite of God did not 
sunder his relationship with the sovereign: praying 
for his soul before the throne of the Lord, the holy 
Metrophanes desired that those who honor his 
memory pray also for Tsar Peter, that his soul find 
rest among the abodes of the righteous. Once, the 
holy Metrophanes appeared to one who venerated 
him, and said: “If thou desirest to please me, pray 
thou for the repose of the soul of Emperor Peter the 
Great.” 

Amid the constant struggles of his episcopal min- 
istry, the aged hierarch drew nigh to the grave. He 
had long been subject to chronicillness, and fora year 
prior to his death began to lose his eye-sight, so that 
he had touse glasses. 1703, when Saint Metrophanes 
was eighty years of age, was the last year of his God- 
pleasing life. On August 2nd, he was stricken with a 
serious illness, from which he never recovered. Yet if 
his long life was instructive, his truly blessed repose 
was no less instructive: it was the repose of a righ- 
teous man, the worthy conclusion of his entire holy 
life. 

The holy hierarch departed this world without 
regret: he did not grieve over his separation from 
earthly joys ard pleasures, of which there were fewin 
his ascetical life. In his episcopal rank he received a 
significant income, and might have lived a life of 
considerable comfort. But the holy Metrophanes did 
not consider the moneys he received his own, mindful 
of the true saying: “the riches of the Church are the 
wealth of the poor.” His personal life was extremely 
plain, almost to the point of poverty. His “household 
expenditures” were remarkable for their extreme 
modesty: from the financial ledgers recording the 
accounts of Voronezh’s episcopal household, we see 
that for the personal needs of the saint such plain 
items as tin drinking cups and iron clamps for tallow 
candles were purchased. In the cell of the bishop of 
Voronezh there were no decorations, with the 


‘exception of the picture presented to him by the tsar. 
‘The food eaten by the holy hierarch in no way differed 
from that eaten by the servants in the episcopal 
household: it was made of preserved foods obtained 
from the estates of the diocese. Purchased for the 
bishop's table were: fish formaking chowder, fish-roe 
(at that time an inexpensive item), mushrooms and 
vegetables; one finds infrequent reference to rasp- 
berries and cranberries. The saint did not drink 
wine, but it was purchased to serve to guests on 
holidays, especially when the tsar and his entourage 
were invited to dine: at such times the hierarchal 
table was more refined. The saint's clothing was very 
simple. His short kaftans and shirts were sewn of the 
same coarse ticking used to make pillow-cases. His 
blankets were made of ordinary gray wool and edged 
with dyed ticking. Even the saint's hierarchal mantia, 
which for many was shown to be a well-spring of 
healings through his supplications, was made of 
coarse ticking. Reserving for his own use only the 
least portion of the income he derived from the lands 
and privileges of the episcopal house, the holy 
Metrophanes applied all the rest, as we have said, to 
the needs of his diocese, and principally to charity. 
‘The income of the Diocese of Voronezh after it was 
expanded was considerable. Nonetheless, though he 
continually helped the poor and unfortunate of his 
flock, the holy hierarch himself died a pauper, leav- 
ing nothing for the commemoration of his soul. 

Having prepared himself for death throughout 
his entire life, the holy Metrophanes viewed his 
approaching demise calmly. With the humility of a 
true Christian and with trust in the loving-kindness 
of God he took to his death-bed. His spiritual testa- 
ment, even though composed somewhat earlier (be- 
tween 1696 and 1699), vividly depicts the truly Chris- 
tian and exalted pastoral disposition in which the 
holy Metrophanes prepared himselffor the end which 
no mortal can escape. Looking back over the lengthy 
path of his industrious life, and bearing witness to 
the immortality of the human soul, the holy hierarch 
first of all gave thanks to God the omnipotent Cre- 
ator, through Whose goodness he had been born into 
this world. To the “invincible compassion” of the “all- 
wise God” the saint entrusted his soul after its part- 
ing “from the bonds of the flesh.” 

After these introductory words of his testament, 
Saint Metrophanes addressed himself to his beloved 
flock, and first of all to his closest fellow-laborers in 
the vineyard of Christ, those in the priestly ranks. He 
begged them to keep themselves from “all impure 
deeds” and to live “according to the commandments 
of the Lord,” that “they might stand blamelessly” 


before the dread judgment-seat of Christ, when pas- 
tors will be required to answer not only for them- 
selves, but for their flock. With particular power the 
holy hierarch dwelt upon one final thought: through 
the teaching of the sacred Scriptures and the fathers 
of the Church, and by his own admonitions, he urged 
the pastors to carry out their obligations in a holy 
manner. This consciousness of the great responsibil- 
ity with which the pastoral ministry is bound up 
apparently disturbed his peace even on the threshold 
of eternity. He was alarmed at the thought ofhaving 
to give answer for the Christian people entrusted to 
his leadership, and for this reason tearfully begged 
forgiveness “from the whole Church of God” and from 
his successor on the cathedra of Voronezh. The holy 
hierarch asked the prayers of “the sacred council and 
all the Orthodox people”, that the Lord grant him the 
heavenly kingdom. For his part, the saint gave his 
blessing and forgiveness to all his flock, the clergy 
and laity, lifting the suspension from all the clergy he 
had forbidden to serve the divine services, and the 
penances imposed as salutary punishmentson layfolk. 
Showing mercy to those who had sinned, the holy one 
again expressed hope in the mercy of the Lord toward 
himself. 

In parting with his flock, the holy Metrophanes 
addressed to it a final exhortation: accustomed to 
guiding his spiritual charges during his lifetime, he 
did not wish to leave them without admonition after 
his death. Thus, the saint urged them to preserve the 
Faith intact and pure with all their soul and to 
maintain justice. His address to judges is imbued 
with his usual love for the orphaned and the op- 
pressed: “Let the judges concern themselves with 
justice in civil matters in every way, and let them 
render just judgments, for therein they will show 
much mercy and love, for there has been much 
injustice in their judgments, and perfidy hath in- 
creased among the people, and the people, especially 
the widows, the orphans and the poor, are oppressed 
exceedingly and weep greatly in their affliction, for 
the judgment of God upon men hath increased greatly 
because of their unrighteousness.” 

Then, having exhorted his flock to maintain and 
live by all the virtues, the holy one dealt in detail with 
the arrangements which were to be made for his 
burial. He concluded his testament with these mov- 
ing words: “Ihumbly ask all the people of our diocese, 
of every rank and age, for their holy prayers and beg 
forgiveness from you all; and I leave you my hierar- 
chal blessing. I commend my sinful self to the mercy 
of God and the sure intercession of mine all-holy 
Lady, the Virgin Mary, the Theotokos, and to the 


supplications of my guardian angel and all the saints 
who have pleased God, crying out and saying to God, 
my heavenly Father: 0 Father, into Thy hands do I 
commit my spirit. Amen.” Such were the thoughts 
and feelings of the holy hierarch in the expectation of 
death. As Metropolitan Philaret of Moscow rightly 
remarks, the spiritual testament of Saint 
Metrophanes is “an outpouring ofa pious and humble 
soul, full of zeal for the salvation of his flock.” 

The last days of the life of the holy Metrophanes 
are also extremely edifying. Sensing that the illness 
which had come upon him in August of 1703 was 
fatal, the holy hierarch began to prepare for his end. 
Despite the presence of both Russian and foreign 
doctors in Voronezh, he did not avail himself of their 
assistance, but sought alleviation for his sufferings 
from the heavenly Physician. Throughout the course 
of his sickness, the favorite of God more than once 
resorted to the sacraments of Holy Unction and Holy 
Communion, Before his repose, the philanthropic 
and merciful hierarch redoubled his care for the 
needy: he sent generous alms to be distributed in the 
prisons, in the houses of incarceration where those 
who had been arrested were held pending trial, and 
in the alms-houses; he helped the exiles and the 
foreigners, On August 10th, his illness grew worse, 
and on that day the saintly bishop, having had Holy 
Unction performed over him, was clothed in the great 
angelicschema, in accordance with his long-standing 
desire. The tonsure was performed by a monastic 
priest, and most probably not in church (the usual 
site of the rite), but at the episcopal residence, in view 
of the serious illness of the saint. At his tonsure, the 
holy hierarch received the new name Macarius, in 
honor of the venerable Macarius of Unzhensk, of 
whose monastery he had been abbot before being 
consecrated for the see of Voronezh. 

In his spiritual testament, the saint had given 
specific instructions concerning his burial and com- 
memoration. Thus, he requested that he be placed in 
his coffin arrayed in the vesture of a schema-monk, 
and that “he in no-wise be clothed in hierarchal 
vestments.” Because of the distance and difficulty it 
would have entailed, the holy Metrophanes found it 
impossible to be buried at the Zolotnikovsky Hermit- 
age, as he had vowed so many years before, and he 
humbly asked that his body be committed to the 
earth “in the side-chapel of the cathedral (dedicated 
tothe Archangel Michael), beneath the church, in the 
underground chamber, and not in the great cathe- 
dral church.” Not having any personal funds, he 
asked that half the moneys collected over the course 
ofa year’s time from the tax revenues be given to the 


priests, deacons and minor clergy of all the churches 
of the diocese “for forty days of requiem liturgies for 
the repose of my soul and for memorial meals.” He 
left instructions as to how the forty days of services 
were to be conducted with the continual reading of 
the Psalter, and how his annual commemoration was 
to be performed in the side-chapel of the cathedral 
church. 

The manufacture of the saint's coffin began on 
August 10th, and the work was concluded on the 
13th. That day, the hierarchal chanter was dis- 
patched to Moscow to purchase a stone monument to 
set up on the chapel floor above the holy one’s final 
resting place. The ecclesiastical authorities in Mos- 
cow were alsoinformed at this time that the sainthad 
taken the schema and that he lacked the means to 
pay for his burial and commemoration. In response 
tothis, two diplomas, issued in the name of ‘the great 
sovereign”, and dated August 24th and 26th, were 
sent from the Department of Monasteries. The first 
one directed that the holy hierarch could wear his 
schemaonly athome, and that ifhe left his residence, 
he was to wear clothing appropriate to his hierarchal 
rank; the second authorized the expenditure of 700 
rubles by the episcopal treasury for memorial ser- 
vices for the holy one, and for distribution as alms. 

‘Thus, having prepared himself in a truly Chris- 
tian manner for his end, the holy hierarch peacefully 
reposed on November 23rd, 1703. Those present at 
the repose of the holy Metrophanes have not left us 
any detailed description of it. A brief mention by a 
contemporary says merely: “On Tuesday, November 
23rd of the year 1703 from the nativity of Christ, at 
1:30 in the afternoon, during the time when the 
patriarchal throne was vacant, His Grace, Bishop 
Metrophanes of Voronezh, Macarius in the schema, 
departed into eternal blessedness according to the 
will of Almighty God... He had occupied his cathe- 
dral in Voronezh for twenty years and eight months, 
and was eighty years and a half month in age.” 

‘After the repose of the holy Metrophanes, the 
temporary administration of the affairs of the or- 
phaned diocese passed into the hands of the financial 
and judicial departments, which were headed by men 
who were close associates of the saint: Hieromonk 
Tikhon (who had also been the saint’s confessor), and 
Philemon, the clerk of the cathedral. They undertook 
all the arrangements for the holy one’s burial. 

‘The body of the saintly bishop was clothed in a 
green silk mantia, over which was placed an 
epitrachilion of yellow cloth, and above that an 
omophorion of yellow satin. Cuffs of yellow velvet 
sewn with crosses of silver brocade were placed on his, 


wrists. The head of the holy hierarch was covered 
with the cap of the schema, made of purple velvet, 
and overit a klobuk of taffeta. On his breast was laid 
small Gospel-book and alittle carnelian cross. His 
feet were shod with simple slippers of black leather; 
and black leather also covered the little cushion 
under the saint's head. After Saint Metrophanes’ 
body was vested, they placed it in an oaken coffin 
covered with a coarse cloth black in color, and carried 
it into the Holy Annunciation Cathedral, where an 
icon triptych was set on top of it. 

The funeral of the holy hierarch was attended by 
Tsar Peter himself. The sovereign had intended to 
travel to Voronezh to inspect the shipyards, and 
when he was informed of the death of the saint, he 
hastened his arrival. During the funeral service he 
showed the departed archpastor unprecedented 
honor, by which one can judge the respect the great 
tsar had for the humble hierarch. It has been justly 
noted that no other Russian tsar ever showed such 
honor to any bishop. In accordance with the personal 
directive of the tsar, the burial was put off to the 
twelfth day after the repose of Saint Metrophanes— 
Saturday, December 4th. The burial service was 
celebrated by Archimandrite Nicanor of Voronezh’s 


Saint Alexis Monastery, “together with prominent 
abbots and the rest of the assembled clergy.” The 
service was the funeral of a monk, not that of a 
bishop. The tsar’s chanters also chanted, and the 
sovereign and his entourage were in attendance. 
When after the conclusion of the funeral services the 
clergy made ready to lift up the coffin, the sovereign, 
turning to his entourage, said: “We should be put to 
shame if we do not bear witness to our gratitude to 
this good pastor by showing him a final honor. Let us 
bear forth his coffin ourselves.” And with these 
words, the sovereign lifted up the coffin himself and 
carried it to the cathedral’s side-chapel. After the 
final panikhida, the tsar and his grandees and offic- 
ers again picked up the coffin and bore it down into 
the crypt beneath the chapel. At that time, turning 
to his close associates, and even to those who were 
foreigners, the sovereign said aloud: “There is now no 
other such holy elder left to me!” These words of love 
and gratitude on the lips of the tsar-reformer were 
the best eulogy over the grave of the industrious and 
saintly bishop. The tsar and the bishop were bound 
together by their love for their native land and for 
each other, although each labored in different ways 
for the good of Russia. 


THe Miractss oF THE HoLy 


Saint Metrophanes’ request that his flock pray 
for the repose of his soul was not neglected by them. 
The image of the loving and merciful bishop was 
deeply engraved in the souls of the people, who were 
sensitive to the manifestation of sanctity on this 
sinful earth, and many who piously revered the 
memory of the departed bishop had recourse to his 
grave, to have panikhidas served there. The genera- 
tion of those who had witnessed the pious life of the 
first bishop of Voronezh was replaced by another, yet 
the memory of him did not fade; the ranks of those 
who prayed at the tomb of the saint did not dwindle, 
but grew, and many, through the prayerful media- 
tion of the saint before the Lord, received miraculous 
help. In due time, the Lord, fulfilling the devout 
expectations of those who venerated the holy hier- 
arch Metrophanes as a saint of God, set a beginning 
to his public glorification. 

The Cathedral of the Holy Annunciation, which 
had been built through the labors of Saint 
Metrophanes, collapsed about the year 1717. The 
cathedral had to be demolished so that its building 
materials might be reused in constructing the new 
cathedral on a firmer foundation and on a site which 


HierarcH MetROPHANES 


did not endanger the integrity of the edifice. Work 
commenced in the year 1718, and at that time the 
coffin containing the body of the holy hierarch was 
removed from the crypt under the Chapel of the 
Archangel Michael (which had also suffered consid- 
erable damage) and transferred, at the command of 
Bishop Pachomius of Voronezh (bishop from 1714- 
1723), to the Church of the Burning Bush, situated 
beneath the cathedral’s wooden bell-tower. In 1735, 
when the construction was completed, the body of 
Saint Metrophanes was borne into the new cathedral 
and interred in the east corner of the south transept. 
During both translations, the body of the holy hier- 
arch was found to be incorrupt, which strengthened 
the conviction that the departed first bishop of 
Voronezh had been a man of holy life; and the devout 
veneration of his memory began to spread more and 
more widely throughout the land of Russia. 
Beginning in 1830, the number of pilgrims to the 
tomb of the saint began to grow all the more, and as 
if in answer to this increase in pious zeal for his 
memory, the miraculousmanifestations ofGod'shelp 
became more numerous at his grave. The diocesan 
administration felt compelled to inform the Most 


Holy Synod of this, and the Synod, awaiting further 
indication of the providence of God regarding the 
glorification of the holy hierarch Metrophanes, en- 
trusted to Bishop Anthony of Voronezh the task of 
keeping a careful watch over what might transpire. 
Since there had been manifestations of miraculous 
healings among those who repaired tothe tombofthe 
saint, Bishop Anthony ordered that a record be kept 
of them in a special book. When report was made to 
Emperor Nicholas about the uncovering of the relics 
of Saint Metrophanes, a description of ninety-nine 
miracles wrought with the help of the first bishop of 
Voronezh was appended. We cite here several of the 
more noteworthy. 


In 1829, Ivan Nikolaevich Ladygin, a land-owner 
of Lipetsk, shaken by family misfortunes, became 
paralyzed. The more time passed, the more intense 
his ailment became, so that, finally, the sick man was 
not able to stir at all, and had to be shifted from place 
to place on a sheet. At the same time, he became a 
complete insomniac, and was only able to doze off for 
very short periods of time toease his suffering. While 
in such an almost hopeless state, Ladygin heard of 
the healings performed at the tomb of Saint 
Metrophanes: he suddenly sensed a burning desire to 
go to Voronezh and bow down before the grave of the 
holy hierarch, When he had resolved upon this 
course of action, he fell asleep, and when he awoke, 
the sick man noted with joy that his grave illness had 
been somewhat alleviated: he could raise his head a 
little and could sit up in bed, supported by pillows. 
Soon, with the help of crutches, he began to walk a 
few steps at a time. In such a state they brought 
Ladygin to Voronezh. There they carried him into 
the cathedral on a stretcher. He had a service of 
supplication served before the icon of the Mother of 
God which stood above the grave of the first bishop of 
Voronezh, and afterwards a panikhida for Bishop 
Metrophanes. After the conclusion of the panikhida, 
the mantia of the holy hierarch was placed on the sick 
man, and he immediately sensed such an easing of 
his suffering that he was able to leave the cathedral 
without being helped, using only onecrutch. Athome 
he felt that he had not recovered his health com- 
pletely, but when he had journeyed to Voronezh 
again and visited the grave of the saint in the cathe- 
dral, he returned home restored to health. 

‘The same Ladygin experienced the manifesta- 
tion of the grace of the holy hierarch Metrophanes 
over his family. A year after Ladygin’s own healing, 
his eleven-year old daughter came down witha burn- 
ing fever: she passed into a coma and reached the 


a 


point of death. But the holy Metrophanes appeared 
to her in a dream, arrayed in hierarchal vestments, 
and blessed her; and from that moment the sick girl 
quickly recovered. 


Parasceva Trophimova, eighteen years of age, 
suffered from epileptic seizures. To this misfortune 
another was added: a growth appeared on her nose, 
which quickly spread all over her face. Zealously 
venerating the memory of the holy hierarch 
Metrophanes, and having an ardent faith in the 
power of his prayerful aid, over the space of three 
months, she daily visited the grave of the saint in the 
Holy Annunciation Cathedral. There, in accordance 
with her desire, panikhidas were served for him, and 
services of supplication before the icon of the Mother 
of God. And one day, after she had returned home 
from the cathedral, Parasceva beheld the holy hier- 
arch Metrophanes while she was half asleep; and he 
said to her: “Thou shalt be fully healed. I am 
Metrophanes. Be thou made whole!” The following 
day, when the mantia of the saint was placed on the 
sick girl, the growth on her face began to fall off, and 
soon had completely disappeared. A week later, 
Parasceva experienced a seizure accompanied by 
terrible vomiting: this was the last seizure which 
ever afflicted her. 


The peasant Basil Matfeyev had been afflicted 
with blindness for two years, but he recovered his 
sight after his mother, having hada panikhida served 
at the grave of Saint Metrophanes, anointed his eyes 
twice with oil taken from the lamp which hung before 
the icon of the Mother of God above the grave of the 
favorite of God. 


Maria Dorozhkina had for ten years suffered 
from rheumatic pain in her hands, accompanied by 
abscesses on her hands which, to make her misfor- 
tune complete, deprived her of the ability to do any 
work. In 1830, she went on pilgrimage to Voronezh. 
After ordering a moleben to the Mother of God and a 
panikhida for the holy hierarch, the sick woman 
faithfully anointed her hands with oil from the lamp 
above the saint's grave, and immediately sensed an 
improvement in her condition. Over the next four 
days, her hands, to the great joy of the suffering 
woman, were totally cleansed of the boils which 
covered them, and her rheumatic pain ceased. 


Agatha Strukov, forty-five years of age, was sub- 
ject to terrible incidents of demonic possession, dur- 
ing which she was brought to the verge of suicide. 


When her husband, seeking the help of the holy 
hierarch Metrophanes, brought her to the Holy An- 
nunciation Cathedral, she resisted violently; and 
when the mantia of the saint was placed on her, she 
lost consciousness. Later, when she came to herself, 
she found that she had been completely healed through 
the supplications of the favorite of God. 


Particularly worthy of note was the healing 
wrought through the prayers of Saint Metrophanes 
for the eight-year old Maria Zhukevich, who suffered 
from an illness for which there was then neither 
remedy nor cure. In 1830, she contracted the condi- 
tion known as Saint Vitus Dance, characterized by 
uncontrollable spasmodic movements. Physicians 
were unable to do anything for the poor girl; on the 
contrary, after prolonged treatment the disease in- 
tensified to the point where Maria lost control of her 
arms, legs and tongue. Her only hope was in the help 
of God, and her relatives turned with fervent prayer 
to the Mother of God and the holy hierarch 
Metrophanes, They had a moleben served before the 
icon of the Theotokos over the grave of Saint 
Metrophanes, and panikhidas for the saint himself; 
moreover, they had the mantia of the holy one placed 
upon the sick girl every day for three days, and her 
suffering was eased. On the third day, when the 
mantia was placed on her, she sensed a pleasant 
warmth throughout her body, and afterwards fell 
into a deep and peaceful sleep for twelve hours. 
During this healing sleep, the sick girl saw an elderly 
man in monastic dress standing by her bed; after- 
wards, she awoke. Over the course of the following 
three weeks, Maria was completely delivered from 
her illness. When she later saw an icon of Saint 
Metrophanes, she recognized him as the elder she 
had seen in her dream. 

In general, many who received miraculous assis- 
tance from the holy hierarch Metrophanes when he 


appeared to them, later recognized their gracious 
healer when they saw his depictions, the origin of the 
original of which was also miraculous. In 1830, the 
Voronezh merchant Gardenin, who had experienced 
the gracious aid of the holy hierarch Metrophanes 
himself and venerated him as a great favorite of God, 
found avery old portrait ofthe first bishop of Voronezh. 
Desiring to have a depiction of the holy hierarch, 
Gardenin addressed a request to an artist friend of 
his, the government official Shvetsov, that he ex- 
ecute a copy of the portrait. But the portrait was so 
old that it was difficult to make out the subject, for it 
had grown dark with time. Fearinglesthe distort the 
face of the great hierarch, Shvetsov declined the 
request of Gardenin. Even the persuasion of Bishop 
Anthony of Voronezh, who also wanted to have a 
depiction of the first bishop of Voronezh, whose 
memory he devoutly venerated, proved unable to 
alterShvetsov’s resolve. One day, after tryingin vain 
to convince Shvetsov, Bishop Anthony said to him 
with deep conviction: “Be not in any doubt: thou shalt 
behold the holy hierarch openly or in a dream!” 
Shvetsov believed the words of the pious Bishop 
Anthony and spent a whole day praying to God, that 
He count him worthy to behold the holy hierarch 
Metrophanes. The following night, Shvetsov beheld 
theholyelderinadream, butonly dimly and unclearly; 
later, a light illumined the dimness, and a clearly 
delineated depiction of the holy hierarch Metrophanes 
was revealed to him, which he hastened to set down. 
When Shvetsov awoke, the image ofthe holy hierarch 
was so vividly impressed upon his soul, that he had 
no difficulty in executing it from memory on a board. 
He then informed Bishop Anthony of the miraculous 
‘appearance of the holy hierarch Metrophanes and 
showed him the depiction he had made. ‘The bishop 
blessed Shvetsov to make copies of this depiction, in 
view of the desire of many who revered the memory 
of the saint to possess such. 


THE UNCOVERING OF THE REUCS OF THE Hoty HiERARCH METROPHANES 


Finally, the “hour predestined from on high for 
the glorification of the favorite of God, who had 
fought the good fight for the benefit of the Church and 
the homeland,” arrived. 

In spring of 1831, repairs were being made on the 
dilapidated cathedral of Voronezh. At that time, it 
was found necessary to ascertain whether the foun- 
dation was intact, and to accomplish this the floor 
had tobe taken up. When the floor of the church was 
removed, near the wall on the right side they founda 


vault, the cover of which had been broken open. 
Through this opening the workmen could see an 
uncovered coffin (the cover had turned to dust), and 
init the body of the holy Metrophanes “untouched by 
corruption.” Emperor Nicholas I was secretly in- 
formedof the discovery of the relics early in 1832, and 
he referred the matter to the Most Holy Synod for 
review, with the instruction that such be conducted 
in private. The spiritual testament of the first bishop 
of Voronezh, which is a worthy representation of the 


pious sensibilities and thoughts by which the saint 
was guided during his lifetime, and the miracles 
recorded by Bishop Anthony, which had taken place 
at the grave of the holy Metrophanes, prompted the 
Synod not to delay further the glorification of the 
favorite of God. To examine the relics a special 
commission was formed, comprised of Archbishop 
Eugene of Ryazan’, Bishop Anthony of Voronezh, 
Archimandrite Germanus of Moscow’s Holy Savior- 
Saint Andronicus Monastery, and several of the 
clergy of the Diocese of Voronezh who, because of 
their position and piety of life, enjoyed the trust of the 
people. A detailed examination of the place of Saint 
Metrophanes’ burial, his coffin, sacred vestments 
and precious body, which took place on April 18th 
and 19th, 1832, left no doubt that the relics were 
genuine and correctly identified. In making its re- 
port, the commission informed the Most Holy Synod 
that, despite the extreme dampness of the burial 
vault and the fact that the coffin lid had rotted away, 
the body of the saint “remained intact.” The holy 
hierarch’s great schema was whole, and his body was 
incorrupt. Appended to their report, the commission 
sent the Synod the details of the miracles wrought 
through the prayerful assistance of the holy hier- 
arch: these data were collected by the commission 
under oath from persons who had either been the 
subject of the miracles themselves, or had personally 
witnessed when such miracles were performed for 
members of their families or households. On receiv- 
ing the report of the commission, the Most Holy 
Synod presented a report to Emperor Nicholas I for 
approval, which contained the following points: 
“1. The body of Bishop Metrophanes of Voronezh 
(Macarius as a schema-monk) should be acknowl- 
edged as the indubitable relics ofa saint. 2. On their 
removal, with fitting honor, from the subterranean 
cryptofthe Holy Annunciation Cathedral, they should 
be placed in a fitting and open place for all to vener- 
ate. 3. The general service for a holy hierarch should 
be served to His Grace Metrophanes until a special 
service to him is composed and approved by the 
Synod. 4. The day of commemoration for this holy 
hierarch should be the day of his repose, November 
23rd.” The emperor approved this report and desig- 
nated Archbishop Gregory of Tver’, one of the mem- 
bers of the Most Holy Synod, to officiate at the 
opening of the relics. 

On August 6th, the feast of the Transfiguration of 
the Lord, the day appointed for the opening of the 
relics, as many as 50,000 pious devotees of the newly 
revealed favorite of God gathered in Voronezh from 
the various provinces of Russia. Directly after the 


liturgy on the feast of the Transfiguration, the great 
bell of the cathedral began to toll, and was soon joined 
by the pealing of the bells of all the churches of the 
city. This was the signal for processions to set out 
from the parish churches to the Holy Annunciation 
Cathedral. All the clergy of Voronezh assembled 
there. The morning's inclement weather lifted, and 
the sun, as though sharing in the joy of the faithful, 
played upon the banners and icons with its rays. At 
about two o'clock, Archbishop Gregory of Tver’ and 
Bishop Anthony of Voronezh arrived at the Church of 
the Archangel Michael in their hierarchal mantias, 
at the head of the concelebrating clergy; there they 
were vested in full vestments. After a prayer, read 
kneelingby the senior hierarch, Archbishop Gregory, 
in which he asked the Lor¢’s blessing on the uncov- 
ering of the relics of the holy hierarch Metrophanes, 
the penitential psalm “Have mercy on me, O God” 
was chanted and a solemn procession began from the 
Church of the Archangel Michael to the grave of 
Saint Metrophanes, in the Cathedral of the Holy 
Annunciation. The day before, the vault had been 
opened and a reliquary of cypress-wood set in readi- 
ness, but the holy relics were left in the place they had 
‘occupied for so many years. When the procession 
arrived at the Cathedral of the Holy Annunciation, 
the chanting of Psalm 33 was begun, during which 
Archbishop Gregory censed the holy icons and the 
holy relics and sprinkled with holy water the reli- 
quary, the covering for the relics and the sturdy cloth 
bands provided to lift the incorrupt body of the holy 
hierarch from the crypt. Then, after the intonation of 
the protodeacon, all present fell prostrate, and Arch- 
bishop Gregory read the following moving prayer 
addressed to the newly-manifest saint: 

“O favorite of God, holy hierarch Metrophanes 
our father! Look down from on high upon us, thy 
lowly, sinful and unworthy brethren and children, 
the servants of our Lord God Jesus Christ, who have 
come to take up with our unclean and sinful hands 
thy precious and holy relics, to place them in a new 
tomb prepared through the love of those who honor 
thy holy memory, and toenshrine them in the mother 
church of thy flock, that they may rest before the eyes 
of all the people of Russia, thy beloved Orthodox 
homeland; that all of us may be mindful of thy holy 
instruction in the Faith and of how to live according 
to the Holy Faith; that all the Orthodox people may 
venerate thee, O holy hierarch of God. And do thou 
entreat Christ our God, that no-one who leeth tothe 
may depart empty, but that everything good and 
profitable for salvation may be given to each one who 
hath recourse to thee with faith and asketh thy help. 


Beseech the Lord our God, that we who have come to. 
take up thy most precious relics may be sanctified 
and remain ever after in inviolable holiness all the 
days of our lives. Yea, so be it, O favorite of God. 
Amen.” 

When the prayer was concluded, two clergymen, 
descending into the crypt, positioned the cloth bands 
beneath the intact lower surface of the coffin and 
passed the ends of the bands up to the priests stand- 
ing around the opening of the grave. The most 
solemn moment had arrived, filling the hearts of 
those present with the trembling of spiritual ecstasy: 
to the clergy’s continual and soft chanting of “Lord, 
have mercy!”, the relics of the holy hierarch 
Metrophanes were slowly raised on the cloth bands 
from the ground in which they had lain for 128 years. 
When the relics emerged from the grave, the bishops, 
with the help of the clergy, placed them in the new 
cypress-wood reliquary and covered them with the 
covering. Then all presentin the cathedral, led by the 
bishops, made a full prostration in reverent devotion 
to the newly-revealed wonder-worker. Then a ser- 
vice of supplication tothe holy hierarch Metrophanes 
began, and during the chanting of his troparion, after 
second prostration before the precious relics, twelve 
priests took up the reliquary, and when Archbishop 
Gregory intoned: “Let us depart in peace!”, the reli- 
quary was borne in solemn procession from the Ca- 
thedral of the Holy Annunciation tothe Church of the 
Archangel Michael, where they were to remain until 
the repairs to the cathedral were completed. The vast 
crowd of the pious which stood along the way in the 
devout hope of catching sight of the reliquary of Saint 
Metrophanes as it emerged fell on their knees, utter- 
ing fervent and tearful prayers to the new intercessor 
before God for the sinful world. Making a circuit of 
the Cathedral of the Annunciation, the procession 
with the precious relics set out for the Church of the 
Archangel Michael, where they were placed on a 
catafalque set before the sanctuary, prepared before- 
hand for that purpose. When the chanting of the 
service of supplication concluded, little vespers was 
celebrated, and the parish processions returned to 
their respective churches. 

At six o'clock in the evening, the main bell of the 
cathedral tolled forth, summoning the faithful to the 
all-night vigil, which was conducted with particular 
solemnity in the Church of the Archangel Michael, 
where the relics of Saint Metrophanes lay. During 
the polyeleos, a vast assemblage of clergymen, headed 
by the bishops, left the sanctuary for the center ofthe 
church and surrounded the reliquary containing the 
precious remains, and before the chanting of the 


magnification of the holy hierarch the reliquary was 
uncovered. After the reading of the Gospel followed 
reverent kissing of the precious relics, which contin- 
ued until the end of the all-night vigil: all night the 
church was left open, to allow access for the thou- 
sands who had come to venerate the relics of the 
favorite of God. 

On the following day, August 7th, at ten o’clock in 
the morning, the late liturgy began in the Church of 
the Archangel Michael, celebrated by a great assem- 
bly of clergy and presided over by Archbishop Gre- 
gory and Bishop Anthony. At the Little Entrance, 
while “O come, let us worship...” was being chanted, 
the clergy picked up the reliquary containing the 
remains of the favorite of God and carried it through 
the Royal Doors into the sanctuary, where they set it 
in the High Place, with the countenance of the holy 
hierarch facing the altar-table. ‘The two bishops 
stood on either side, as though they were 
concelebrating with the saint. To those present it 
seemed as though the distant past had returned, 
when the holy hierarch Metrophanes had served in 
the midst of his flock. 

After the conclusion of the liturgy, the relics were 
again brought out into the center of the church, and 
aservice of supplication was celebrated, those present 
kneeling throughout. Then the relics were placed 
closer to the south side of the sanctuary, where they 
were exposed for veneration of all. For a full week, 
from August 7th to the 14th, solemn divine services 
were celebrated daily in the Church of the Archangel 
Michael by Bishop Anthony of Voronezh in the pres- 
ence of the relics of Saint Metrophanes. During this 
period, Emperor Nicholas I, who had been closely 
informed of the details of the uncovering of the holy 
remains, in his veneration for the newly-revealed 
favorite of God sent a golden cover for his reliquary, 
and forty days after the uncovering he himself ar- 
rived in Voronezh to bow down before the relics of the 
holy hierarch. 

‘The Lord marked the day of Saint Metrophanes’ 
glorification with an abundance of miracles poured 
forth upon all who approached the wondrous reli- 
quary with faith and sought the healing of sicknesses 
of body and soul; and this increased the solemn joy of 
the occasion. Many of these miracles were recorded 
only in the grateful memories of those who received 
the gracious aid of the saint, but several were brought 
to the attention of the diocesan authorities. We will 
cite a few of these. 

Peter Yuriev, who had been a deaf-mute from 
birth, was sent to Voronezh on the day of the uncov- 
ering of the relics of Saint Metrophanes. When he 


touched the relics of the favorite of God, he began to 
hear and to speak, but never having learned the 
names of things, he could only repeat the words 
spoken by others. The following month he began to 
learn the alphabet. 

‘The young daughter of mayor Alexander Yuriev 
fell grievously ill in late July of 1832: first the glands 
beneath herjaw became swollen, and later her gums, 
palate, tongue and soft palate became covered with 
purulent sores. No medicines could be administered, 
for the girl was unable to swallow. She lay unable to 
eat for ten days, and could only with great difficulty 
swallow a drop of tea from time to time. On the day 
ofthe uncovering of the relics of Saint Metrophanes, 
she partook of the Holy Mysteries of Christ, after 
which she felt a little better. The next day, they 
brought the girl to the reliquary of the saint, and no 
sooner did she touch the relics of the favorite of God, 
that her ailment departed: her mouth was totally 
purified ofthe purulent lesions, and that very day she 
was able to ingest food. 

‘Anna Lyzhina, the daughter of a peasant of the 
Province of Tobol’sk, was terribly afflicted. One 
day—this took place about five years before the 
uncovering of the relics of the holy Metrophanes— 
she entered the porch and saw there a reed-pipe, 
whose it was she did not know. She bent down to pick 
it up, and at that very moment experienced an un- 
pleasant sensation: it was exactly as though someone 
had poured cold water on her from her head to her 
feet. She lost consciousness, tore at her clothing and 
hair and bit herself. During such episodes Anna 
displayed unusual strength, so that four men were 
unable to restrain her. The sick woman demon- 
strated an aversion to holy things, and attempts to 
drag her to them by force of main only increased the 
intensity of the seizures. At the request of her 
relatives, the sanctification of water was performed 
for Anna, but the afflicted woman only screamed: 
“Try as ye may, ye will accomplish nothing against 
mel Iwill not depart until, five years hence, she goeth 
to Voronezh!” Over the course of five years these 
attacks recurred. But when the sick woman was 
taken to Voronezh for the uncovering of the relics, it 
was only with the help of others that she was able to. 


attain the longed-for objective, for along the way her 
strength completely drained away, andherlimbs and 
extremities became as cold as ifshe had died. During 
the first attempt to bring Anna into the church (on 
August 5th), she experienced so violenta seizure that 
they could only carry her to the window beneath 
which the relics of Saint Metrophanes were resting. 
All night her suffering continued, until finally she 
vomited. By the time the vomiting ceased, her 
afflicted had departed, and the tormented woman 
found that her health had been restored. 

After this, the holy hierarch Metrophanes contin- 
ued to manifest the grace-bearing power of miracles 
over all who turned to him with faith. This well- 
spring of gracious healings has continued to this day, 
sothatany record ofall the wonders wrought through 
the prayerful mediation of the favorite of God would 
comprise a sizeable book. 

In 1833, after the renovation of the Cathedral of 
the Annunciation through the efforts of Archbishop 
Anthony of Voronezh, the relics of the holy hierarch 
Metrophanes were transferred thither from the 
Church of the Archangel Michael. Then the mer- 


chants of Voronezh, moved by their veneration for 


their former archpastor, collected seven pounds of 
silver and had a silver reliquary fashioned for the 
relics of the holy hierarch; the silver reliquary was 
eventually gilded. 

OnNovember 23rd, 1903, the Diocese of Voronezh 
solemnly mark the bicentennial anniversary of the 
death of its first hierarch. This celebration united in 
a sense of reverent love for the favorite of God the 
many who venerated his memory, which will never 
die among the children of the Russian Orthodox 
Church, just as, in accordance with God's mercy and 
the prayers of the holy hierarch Metrophanes, his 
miraculous and grace-bearing help for all who have 
recourse to him amid their needs and sorrows will 
never cease. 


Translated from the Russian by the reader Isaac E. 
Lambertsen from The Lives of the Saints in the Russian 
Language, As Set Forth in the Menology of Saint Dimitry 
of Rostov: Supplemental Volume I: The Lives of the Rus- 
sian Saints (October-December), pp. 331-386. ©1991. All 
rights reserved by the translator. 


‘Toe APPEARANCE OF St. MeTROPHANES IN His CATHEDRAL DURING THE REVOLUTION 
by S. Bekteyev 


During the bloody and inhuman days of the God- 
fighting revolution, when diabolic malice attacked 
the things sacred to the people, there were manifest 
many heavenly signs to bring the masses to their 


senses. I would like to describe one such occasion, as 
Idoubt many know of it. 

Ending the war against the Reds as a soldier in 
the Caucasian Volunteer Army, I, with the restofmy 


companions, reached the city of Soukhoum after a 
difficult crossing of the Gloukhorsk Pass. From there 
we continued on toward the Crimea by way of 
Sabastopol, and finally reached the city of Feodosia. 
Preparing for the upcoming descent under the com- 
mand of General Ulazay, I chanced to meet a land- 
owner from my home district of Eletsk, A.D. Kuzmin, 
who invited me to his home. Having arrived at his 
place, I met a merchant, also from Eletsk, Tikhon 
Bogomolov, who lived with him. The three of us sat 
round a table set with samovar and tea cups. Our 
conversation fell upon religion — or, more precisely, 
atheism andits brutal manifestations. A.D. Kuzmin, 
who had lived fora few months in Voronezh before his 
arrival in the Crimea, had this to tell: 

“Having escaped from the Eletsk firing squads, I 
fled to the city of Voronezh, where few people knew 
me. At that time a special detachment of Latvian 
bolsheviks were sent to Voronezh from Moscow. Many 
alarming rumors began torun through thecity about 
their blasphemous intrusion into the cathedral, and 
their mockery of the relics of St. Metrophanes. The 
rumors spread, but there was no way to substantiate 
them. By chance, I met and spoke with one of the 
Latvians, He turned out to be a simple and good- 


natured young man. Without any uneasiness, he 
described to me the events which had captured the 
interest of the whole city. 

“He testified that, on the day after the arrival of 
the Latvians in Voronezh, the detachment was trans- 
ferred to the cathedral because of overcrowding in 
the barracks. Benches, tables and bedding were 
carried in, as well as containers of food and several 
small barrels of wine. A party began. A harmonica 
began playing; people started singing. They smoked 
cigarettes, danced, scoffed at the icons and other 
sacred objects. This went on until late at night. 
Suddenly, the royal doors opened, and there ap- 
peared an elder whom, in the words of the Latvian, 
everyone recognized to be St. Metrophanes. The 
timid ran away immediately. The braverones grabbed 
their rifles and began shooting at the saint, who 
walked slowly towards them. The bullets ricocheted 
and wounded the gunmen; but the saint, unhurt and 
calm, continued to walk slowly forward. Bleeding 
from their wounds, the Latvians rushed madly out of 
the cathedral and refused to enter it again.” 

Such was the miracle of St. Metrophanes which 
was made manifest to the godless desecrators of one 
of our holy places. 


‘Translated by Brother Michael (Krassousky) from Orthodox Russia, No. 2 (15/28 January), 1957, p. 6. 
Previously published in Orthodox Life, 


Fr. Christopher Stade 
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THE FIFTH ANNUAL 
‘CHURCH MUSIC CONFERENCE 
OCTOBER 3-6, 1991 
‘at the Ramada inn Conference Center at Six Flags 
St. Louis, Missouri, USA 
sponsored jointly by 
‘The Synodal Church Music Advisory Board 
of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia 
and 
St. John Chrysostom Russian Orthodox Church 
House Springs, Missouri 


A seminar for choir directors and singers offering intensive instruction and practice in Russian Orthodox 
Church Music. Lectures, workshops and rehearsals will be presented in English and/or Russian. 


All levels of proficiency are welcome! 


Registration: $150, which includes course materials, meals, 3 nights lodging (double occupancy), and 
transportation to and from St. Louis area air/train/bus terminal. 


For more information contact: 


Mrs. Carol Surgant 
9840 Warington Sq. 
Creve Coeur, MO 63141 
(314) 993-1783 


AKATHIST HYMN TO THE HOLY HIERARCH AND WONDERWORKER METROPHANES, 
FIRST BISHOP OF VORONEZH 


Kontakion I 
O Chosen wonderworker, especial favorite of Christ, 
much healing wellspring and intercessor for our 
souls, holy hierarch Metrophanes, our father: As 
thou hast boldness before the Lord, from all misfor- 
tune free us that cry out: Rejoice, O Metrophanes, 
great and most glorious wonderworker! 


Thos I 
‘An earthly angel and heavenly man wast thou, O 
holy hierarch Metrophanes, our father; for, taking 
wing in mind to things divine, thou didst despise that 
which is fleeting and earthly; wherefore, the all-holy 
Spirit took up His abode in thee, by Whose grace thou 
wast splendidly adorned. Therefore, tothee whohast 
been glorified in heaven and on earth, we cry out 
thus: 
Rejoice, for by thy purity and sanctity thou didst 
make thyself like unto the angel 
Rejoice, for through fasting and 
attain unto dispassion! 
Rejoice, lamp of light divine! 
Rejoice, sweet-smelling incense of prayer! 
Rejoice, steadfast confirmation of th 
Rejoice, divinely wise reproof of Christia 
Rejoice, unassailable refuge of Chri 
Rejoice, insuperable rampart of piet 
Rao, mighty rudder of the Church of Christ! 
ce, unshakeable pillar of Orthodoxy! 
Rais, faithful preserver of the traditions of the 
apostles! 
Rejoice, true celebrant of the mysteries of God! 
Rejoice, O Metrophanes, great and most glorious 
wonderworker! 


thou didst 


Kontakion It 
Beholding the wellspring of healings which floweth 
ever from thy holy relics, full of reverence and joy, we 
give thanks unto God Who wondrously doth glorify 
His saints, crying out to Him: Alleluia! 


Thos Il 

Admonishing them that err with a mind enlightened 
from on high, thou wast a champion of the true 
Church of Christ, when, at the council of hierarchs in 
the royal city of Moscow, superstitious false teachers 
opened their impious mouths to blaspheme it. But 
we, delivered from the spiritual wolves, cry out to 
thee in faith: 

Rejoice, harp of the Holy Spirit, sounding forth 

the glory of God unto the salvation men! 


a 


Rejoice, thunder demolishing heretical impiety! 

Rejoice, lightning which consumest the tares of 
unbelief! 

Rejoice, bright mirror of the traditions of the 
apostles! 

Rejoice, loud herald of the commandments of 
Christ! 

Rejoice, faithful instructor in divine wisdom! 

Rejoice, glory of monastics! 

Rejoice, godly adornment of hierarchs! 

Rejoice, golden-rayed beacon enlightening the 
land of Russia! 

Rejoice, trusted mediator of the Kingdom of 
heaven for us! 

Rejoice, for by thy supplication to God are we 
delivered from hell! 

Rejoice, for by thine intercession before God are 
we vouchsafed the life of paradise! 

Rejoice, O Metrophanes, great and most glorious 
wonderworker! 


Kontakion IIT 
When the power of the Most High worketh wonders, 
no one that hath recourse to thee departeth empty 
away, O most blessed father; for thou hast been 
shown to be healing for the infirm, the recovery of 
sight for the blind, feet for the lame; and alll right- 
believing people, having acquired thee as a speedy 
helper, joyously raise unto God the hymn: Alleluia! 


Thos III 
Having the fire of divine love within thy heart, thou 
didst labor pastorally against the wiles of the devil 
for the salvation of men’s souls, O divinely wise one; 
and with the victorious weapon of the Cross thou 
didstcut asunder the snares of the evil one, as though 
they were a spiders web. Wherefore, accept from us 


ce, good and faithful servant of Christ! 
ce, worthy laborer in the vineyard of Christ! 
ce, teacher of humility and chastity! 

joice, model of meekness and obedience! 

ice, man of divine desires! 

ice, proclaimer of the wonders of God! 

ice, instructor in good works! 

ice, strong wall of defense for the Church of 


ilar of fire guiding all to the path of 
salvation! 

Rejoice, radiant beacon enlightening the faithful! 

Rejoice, inexhaustible vessel of the grace of 
Christ! 


Rejoice, pure dwelling of the Holy Spirit! 
Rejoice, O Metrophanes, great and most glorious 
‘wonderworker! 


Kontakion IV 
Having passed through the tempest of this life and 
waves of burdensome passions, thou didst come upon 
the calm harbor; and making thine abode in the 
wilderness, thou didst labor diligently for Christ with 
much longsuffering. Thence thou didst guide thy 
spiritual children to the Kingdom of God, teaching 
them to chant unto God with one mouth and one 
heart: Alleluia! 


Thos IV 
Hearing of thy wondrous and godly labors, O holy 
hierarch Metrophanes, our father, they that were 
athirst for the words of eternal life came to thee from 
afar, for thou didst labor and teach, and didst instruct 
them by thy word and life. Wherefore, with love we 
cry to thee: 

Rejoice, successor of the apostles! 

Rejoice, thou that art enthroned with holy 
hierarchs! 

Rejoice, conversor with venerable saints! 

Rejoice, adornment of the righteous! 

Rejoice, crown of abstinence! 

Rejoice, tree of goodly shade, nourished by the 
streams of paradise! 

Rejoice, saving regard for the helpless! 

Rejoice, flower of incorruption! 

Rejoice, for by the renunciation of transitory 
goods thou didst acquire the blessedness of 
poverty of spirit! 

Rejoice, for by voluntarily impoverishing thyself 
thou didst discover a treasure of everlasting 
blessings! 

Rejoice, for thou didst gaze upon the depths of 
humility! 

Rejoice, for thou didst ascend unto the heights of 
dispassion! 

Rejoice, O Metrophanes, great and most glorious 
wonderworker! 


Kontakion V 
‘Thou wast like unto the divinely moving star of old 
which guided the Magi to the Sun of righteousness, O 
all-praised father, ascending, thyself, from strength 
to strength through the grace of God, and, with 
thyself, leading to Christ God all that seek salvation. 
Wherefore, we, also, illumined by the revealing radi- 
ance of thy glory, cry out to Him together: Alleluia! 


Thos V 
‘The people of Voronezh, seeing in thee their first 
archpastor, bearing the mark of heavenly grace like 
an angel, rejoiced with ineffable joy. And thou, 
attending well to thyself and to all the flock wherein 
the Holy Spirit set thee as bishop, didst diligently 
shepherd the Church ofour Lord and God, asone that 
must needs render an account. Wherefore, we bless 
thee, O father Metrophanes, crying out: 
Rejoice, man of God, girded about with holiness 
as with a golden cincture! 
Rejoice, friend of Christ, adorned with thy holy 
episcopacy as with a precious pearl! 
Rejoice, invincible warrior of Christ! 
Rejoice, ever-vigilant guard of the house of God! 
Rejoice, thou that in thy heart didst appoint 
ascents to the heavens! 
Rejoice, thou that didst nourish the rational 
sheep of Christ in life-bearing pastures! 
Rejoice, for thou didst not permit the soul-de- 
stroying beast to snatch thy flock! 
Rejoice, for thou hast received just recompense 
from the heavenly Chief Shepherd! 
Rejoice, thou that didst love the splendor of the 
house of God! 
Rejoice, thou that didst prepare within thyself'a 
temple for the Godhead in three Persons! 
Rejoice, for in a mortal body thou wast robed in 
the garment of incorruption! 
Rejoice, for from thy tomb thou dost illumine us 
with the radiance of immortality! 
Rejoice, O Metrophanes, great and most glorious 
wonderworker! 


Kontakion VI 
Thou didst show thyself to be a faithful keeper of the 
words of the Gospel, that one should not lay up 
treasure for oneself on earth, O most blessed 
Metrophanes, when thou didst wisely distribute 
thine inheritance, supporting the poor and enabling 
the right-believing Emperor Peter to arm his fleet 
against defeat by the unbelieving Hagarenes, who 
know not how to sing: Alleluia! 


Tkos VI 
‘The goodly light of thy great virtues hath shone forth 
upon the Orthodox realm, O holy hierarch 
Metrophanes, our father; and giving thanks to the 
heavenly Father therefor, to thee, as our constant 
intercessor, we cry out thus: 
Rejoice, instructor of chastity! 
Rejoice, true emulator of the humility of Christ! 


Rejoice, reverent servant of the altar of the Lord! 

Rejoice, adornment of holy hierarch: 

Rejoice, lover of the monastic life which doth 
equal that of the angels! 

Rejoice, emulator of the hesychasm of the God- 
bearing fathers of old! 

Rejoice, ever-flowing stream of mercy! 

Rejoice, inexhaustible treasury of loving- 
kindness! 

Rejoice, right pleasant refuge for the orphaned! 

Rejoice, speedy aid for the widowed! 

Rejoice, thou that didst betroth a multitude of 
souls to Christ! 

Rejoice, thou that, with them, dost abide in the joy 
of thy Lord! 

Rejoice, O Metrophanes, great and most glorious 
wonderworker! 


Kontakion VII 
When once the right-believing Emperor Peter wished 
to converse with thee, thou wast summoned to the 
royal palace; and when thou didst unexpectedly de- 
sery thereabout pagan statues, thou didst straight- 
way turn back, fearing not the threat of the tsar, and 
wast prepared to lay down thy life rather than defile 
the noetic eyes of thy heart with the unseemly sight, 
teaching the faithful tochant unto the one living God: 
Alleluia! 


Thos VI 
The right-believing tsar, knowing thee to be a new 
zealot of piety, and perceiving thy resolve, which was 
not afraid of death, commanded that the vain statues 
be cast down. And, marvelling at thy holy boldness, 
we cry out: 
Rejoice, undaunted confessor of Orthodoxy! 
Rejoice, zealous defender of piety! 
Rejoice, initiate of the sacred mysteries of grace! 
Rejoice, stentorian preacher of repentance! 
Rejoice, mouth of the apostles that falleth not 
silent! 
Rejoice, immovable pillar of the Church! 
Rejoice, good shepherd! 
Rejoice, for thou didst show thyself to be devoid of 
servility! 
Rejoice, for thou didst openly bear witness to the 
truth! 
Rejoice, for by thine aid the wiles of the enemy are 
set at naught! 
Rejoice, for the thought of thee is most sweet toall 
the faithful! 
Rejoice, for thy name is most honored throughout 
the Church of Christ! 


Rejoice, O Metrophanes, great and most glorious 
wonderworker! 


Kontakion VIII 

A strange and most glorious wonder of heavenly 
grace is now manifest to the eyes of all the faithful: 
the longsuffering and much merciful Lord, Whois not 
wroth against us utterly for our iniquities, but mind- 
ful of His compassions, hath given thee tous, O right 
wondrous father, as a chosen aide, and hath thus 
exalted the horn of our salvation, that we may ever 
chant unto Him: Alleluia! 


Thos VIII 
Thou art wholly in the highest, yet hast not forsaken 
them that are below, O holy hierarch Metrophanes, 
our father; thou dost ever reign with Christ, and dost 
send up prayers to Him in behalf of us sinners. For 
by thine intercession thou dost preserve from all evil 
not only them that fall down before thy healing relics, 
but also them that are afar off, that call upon thine 
all-honorable name. Wherefore, we cry to thee in 
‘compunction: 
Rejoice, our refuge amid all sorrows! 
Rejoice, speedy helper of all amid calamities! 
Rejoice, healer of diseases both of body and of 
soul! 
Rejoice, mighty champion against our invisible 
foe! 
Rejoice, visitor of them that lie ill! 
Rejoice, comforter of them that are amid misfor- 
tunes! 
Rejoice, for through thee is lamentation ended! 
Rejoice, for through thee is joy bestowed! 
Rejoice, for thou didst courageously follow after 
Christ! 
Rejoice, for thou didst serve Jesus most sweet 
until the end! 
Rejoice, for thou dost delight in the vision of God! 
Rejoice, for thou hast been vouchsafed to behold 
the unwaning day of His kingdom! 
Rejoice, O Metrophanes, great and most glorious 
wonderworker! 


Kontakion IX 

Every sorrow and difficulty didst thou courageously 
endure, travelling the path of salvation to hearty old 
age, arrayed in the armor of God, though in the flesh, 
slaying the passions and setting at naught the at- 
tacks of the ruler of the darkness of this age like one 
of the bodiless powers. Wherefore, numbered among 
the hosts of heaven, with them thou dost chant unto 
God: Alleluia! 


Tkos IX 
‘The most eloquent of orators are at a loss how to 
describe the abundance of thy love, wherewith, hav- 
ing departed to thy Creator, thou art full in regard to 
thy children in the Lord. For, desiring even after thy 
passing ever to teach them as when thou wast alive, 
thou didst bequeath them everything necessary for 
salvation. Wherefore, from the depths of our hearts 
we cry to thee: 
Rejoice, thou that didst piously finish the course 
of thy life! 
Rejoice, thou that didst keep the faith whole! 
Rejoice, thou that wast crowned on earth with the 
wreath of God’s good will! 
Rejoice, thou that hast been adorned in the heav- 
ens with an imperishable crown! 
Rejoice, thou that shinest down with the magnifi- 
‘cence of thy miracles! 
Rejoice, thou that art illumined on high with rays 
of the light of the threefold Sun! 
Rejoice, for thou dost abide in the most splendid 
mansions of paradise! 
Rejoice, for thou dost partake of the divine Light 
face to face! 
Rejoice, for from the heights of heaven thou 
regardest our entreaties! 
Rejoice, for thou dost appear for our good in 
dreams and visions! 
Rejoice, forby thy supplications are we freed from 
eternal death! 
Rejoice, for by thine intercession are we vouch- 
safed everlasting life! 
Rejoice, O Metrophanes, great and most glorious 
wonderworker! 


Kontakion X 
Our Lord and God Jesus Christ, Who desireth that all 
men be saved and come to a knowledge of the truth, 
revealed unto us on earth thine incorrupt body as a 
life-bearing pool which healeth every sickness and 
every infirmity in man, Wherefore, with thanksgiv- 
ing we cry out to Him: Alleluia! 


Thos X 

Thou art a rampart of salvation for them that have 
recourse to thee, O holy hierarch Metrophanes, and 
for them that confess the greatness of God in the 
signs worked by thee. Wherefore, having obtained 
mercy through thy wondrous mediation before 
Christ in our behalf, we cry to thee: 

Rejoice, champion of pious kings! 

Rejoice, strengthening of Orthodox hierarchs! 

Rejoice, defender of an Orthodox realm! 


Rejoice, confirmation for the holy Church! 

Rejoice, thou that before thy death didst mortify 
thy flesh! 

Rejoice, thou that didst have a foretaste of ever- 
lasting life before thine entry into the mansions 
of paradise! 

Rejoice, thou that didst die to the world before 
thine end! 

Rejoice, thou that, in Christ, didst rise in spirit 
before thy repose! 

Rejoice, for thou wast translated from an earthly 
dwelling to a heavenly mansion! 

Rejoice, for in doing good thou dost descend from 
the heavenly mansions to the dwellings of 
mortals! 

Rejoice, for even after thy departure thou 
remainest with us! 

Rejoice, for even after thy repose thou dost en- 
liven souls slain by sin! 

Rejoice, O Metrophanes, great and most glorious 
wonderworker! 


Kontakion XI 
‘This song now offered, though it were more exalted 
than one of man, would not be sufficient for the 
glorification of God, Who hath bestowed upon thee 
the grace of healings. Wherefore, at a loss how to 
praise Him fittingly, we humbly cry: Alleluia! 


Thos XI 
O most blessed father, we see thee as a light-bestow- 
ing beacon illumining our souls with faith, standing 
before the throne of God; and enlightened by thy 
radiance, we cry to thee such things as these: 
Rejoice, pastor most wondrous! 
Rejoice, teacher most wise! 
Rejoice, unshaken pillar of faith! 
Rejoice, planter of good things! 
Rejoice, abode of purity! 
Rejoice, comforter of the grieving! 
Rejoice, nourisher of the orphaned! 
Rejoice, intercessor for the oppressed! 
Rejoice, dwelling place of the wisdom of God! 
Rejoice, inexhaustible wellspring of the grace of 
healings! 
Rejoice, herald of the divine commands! 
Rejoice, inexhaustible treasury of the 
lovingkindness of God! 
Rejoice, O Metrophanes, great and most glorious 
wonderworker! 


Kontakion XII 
Mindful of the grace given thee from on high, we 


reverently kiss the sanctified image of thine all- 
honored countenance, which thou hast been well 
pleased wondrously to reveal unto us. Wherefore, in 
gratitude we cry out to Christ our God: Alleluia! 


Tkos XII 
Hymning thy departure unto God, O holy hierarch 
Metrophanes, we honor thy sacred memory, we mag- 
nify thy zeal for God, we praise thy longsuffering, we 
glorify thy guilelessness, and we bless thy repose. 
For, lying upon thy deathbed, thou didst express thy 
desire to be clothed in the great angelic schema, and 
wast named Macarius, which signifieth blessedness, 
being truly blessed, in that thou hast inherited the 
Kingdom of heaven. Wherefore, earnestly praying 
that we, also, be vouchsafed to stand uncondemned 
before the dread judgment seat of Christ, we cry out 
to thee: 
Rejoice, O our fervent intercessor at the throne of 
God! 
Rejoice, man of divine desires, who glorified God 
in thy body and soul! 
Rejoice, right victorious warrior of the King of 
heaven! 
Rejoice, most wise commander of them that do 
battle against the hosts of hell! 
Rejoice, for, with lamp alight, thou hast met 
Christ! 
Rejoice, for thou hast received of Him the grace of 
healing! 
Rejoice, for thou hast been exalted by the goodwill 
of the all-holy Theotokos! 
Rejoice, for thou dost abide in the radiance of the 
saints! 
Rejoice, for thou dost join chorus with the proph- 
ets and the apostles! 
Rejoice, for thou hast been glorified with holy 
hierarchs and martyrs! 
Rejoice, for with the venerable and the righteous 
hast thou made thine abode! 
Rejoice, for with all of God’s elect thou dost ever 
keep festival! 
Rejoice, O Metrophanes, great and most glorious 
wonderworker! 


Kontakion XIII 
© great and most wondrous father Metrophanes, 
compassionately accept thou this, our small suppli- 
cation, and by thine acceptable mediation deliver us 
from all enemies, visible and invisible, from all temp- 
tation and sorrow, and from sudden death and future 
torment, that, with thee and all the saints, we may be 
vouchsafed to chant unto God our Savior forever: 
Alleluia! 
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This Kontakion is read thrice, after which Ikos I and 
Kontakion I are repeated. 


Ravers 10 Our FATHER AMONG THE SAINTS, 
MeTRopHANEs, Bishop or VORONEZH 

© holy hierarch Metrophanes, our father, by the 
incorruption of thy precious relics and the many 
benefactions wondrously wrought and accomplished 
through thee for them that have recourse unto thee 
with faith, convinced that thou hast great grace from 
the Lord our God, we all fall down most humbly and 
beseech thee: Entreat Christ our God in our behalf, 
that He send down His rich mercies upon all that 
honor thy holy memory and earnestly have recourse 
to thee; that He establish in His holy Orthodox 
Church the living spirit of right faith and piety, the 
spirit of knowledge and love, the spirit of peace and 
joy in the Holy Spirit, that all its members, cleansed 
‘of worldly temptations and carnal lusts and the 
wicked machinations of evil spirits, may worship 
Him in spirit and in truth, and may diligently con- 
cern themselves with the keeping of His command- 
ments, unto the salvation of their souls. To its 
pastors may He give the holy zeal of care for the 
salvation of the people entrusted to them, that they 
may enlighten the unbelieving, instruct the igno- 
rant, admonish and assure the doubting, return 
those that have fallen away from the Orthodox Faith 
tothe holy bosom thereof, keep believers in the Faith, 
move sinners to repentance, comfort the repenting 
and strengthen them in the correction of their life, 
make steadfast the penitents and the corrected in 
sanctity of life, and, thus, by the path indicated by 
Him, lead all to the eternal Kingdom of His saints, 
which hath been prepared. To our civil authorities 
may He grant courage, wisdom, victory over all 
enemies, and prosperity in the ordering of the wealth 
of the nations; and may He send down diligence, 
foresight, wisdom and faithfulness upon them that 
we have chosen for the governing and judgmentof the 
land, that they may govern and judge for the peace 
and joy ofall. And toall the people in our nation may 
He grant peace, tranquility, serenity, diligence in the 
fulfillment of His commandments, the pronounce- 
ments of holy Church and the laws of the land, and 
abundance of that which is needful for this life; and 
may He deliver the capitol cities, and all other cities 
and towns of our country, from famine, earthquake, 
flood, fire, the sword, foreign invasion, civil strife, 
deadly plague, and from every evil. Yea, O holy 
hierarch of God, mayest thou by thy supplications 
order all that is good for our souls and bodies, that in 
soul and body we may glorify our Lord and God Jesus 


Christ, to Whom be glory and dominion, with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, unto the ages of ages. 
Amen. 


ANOTHER PRAYER 
O all-praised and holy hierarch of Christ, wonder- 
worker Metrophanes: Accept this small supplication 
from us sinners who have recourse to thee, and in thy 
fervent intercession entreat our Lord and God Jesus 
Christ, that, regarding us mercifully, He grant us 
forgiveness of our sins, voluntary and involuntary, 
and, according to His great mercy, deliver us from 
misfortunes, grief, sorrow and the diseases, bodily 
and spiritual, which beset us; may He bestow fertility 


of the soil and all that is needful and for the benefit 
of our present life; may He grant us to finish this 
transitory life in repentance, and may He vouchsafe 
us, sinful and unworthy though we be, His heavenly 
Kingdom, that, with ll the saints, we may glorify His 
boundless lovingkindness, with His unoriginate Fa- 
ther, and His all-holy and life-creating Spirit, unto 
the ages of ages. Amen. 


‘Translated from the Church Slavonic by the Reader Isaac 
Lambertsen. Translation ©1983 & 1987 by the translator. 
Published independently in the Menaion & Akathist Series 
by The St. John of Kronstadt Press, item SN#109, All 
reproduction is prohibited. 


SELECTED HYMNS IN HONOR OF THE HOLY HIERARCH AND WONDERWORKER 
METROPHANES, FIRST BISHOP OF VORONEZH 


Troparion, in Tone IV— 

Arule of faith and model of meekness wast thou 
to thy flock, O father Metrophanes, humble of min 
wherefore, thou didst shine forth in holy splendor 
more brightly than the sun, adorned with a crown of 
incorruption and glory. Beseech thou Christ God, 
that He save the suffering Russian land and thy city 
in peace. 


Canon, in Tone VIII— 
Ode I 

Irmos: Having traversed the water as though it 
were dry land, and escaped the evil of Egypt, the 
Israelites cried aloud: Let us chant unto our Deliv- 
erer and God! 

Full of great despondency because of our many 
evils, we flee to thee, O Metrophanes, holy hierarch 
of Christ, and we now beg of thee speedy aid and 
assistance. 

Attacks of the passions confound us, O venerable 
pastor. Calm us by thy right acceptable mediation 
before God. 

Having delivered us from misfortunes and sor- 
rows, O holy Metrophanes, grant manly progress in 
the virtues unto all, that we may all rejoice in thee, O 
most sacred Metrophanes. 

Theotokion: Accept thou our supplication, O all- 
holy one; and that by thine all-powerful entreaty we 
may be delivered from enemies, visible and invisible, 
from sin and every torment, entreat thou Him that 
thou didst bear: God, the Lover of mankind. 


Ode IIT 
Irmos: O Lord, Fashioner of the vault of heaven 
and Creator of the Church, establish me in Thy love, 
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O Summit of desire, Confirmation of the faithful, 
Who alone lovest mankind! 

our ever-glorious father Metrophanes, we 
honor thee as the protector of our life and intercessor 
forus before God. Guide us on the path of repentance, 
adornment of hierarchs and confirmation of the 
faithful. 

We beseech thee to put an end to the turmoil of 
our souls and the demonic slanders within us. For to 
thee, O holy one, hath the grace of the Holy Spirit 
been given to drive out evil spirits. 

Falling sick in body, we are afflicted also in soul, 
O divinely blessed one. Leave us not to perish in our 
sins, but as thou thyself wast tempted in body and 
soul as a man, so help us now that are tempted. 

Theotokion: O all ye hosts of angels, thou Fore- 
runner of the Lord, ye twelve apostles and all saints, 
with the Theotokos make supplication, that we be 
saved. 


Sedalen, in Tone I— 

‘Thou didst live piously in the episcopal rank, O 
divinely revealed and holy hierarch, and didst guide 
the people to knowledge of God by word and deed, and 
wast utterly pleasing unto God. Wherefore, thou 
hast been honored by Him with incorruption and 
miracles, O father Metrophanes, as one that shareth 
in the grace of God. 


Ode IV 

Irmos: Ihave heard, O Lord, the mystery of Thy 

dispensation; I have considered Thy works, and have 
glorified Thy divinity. 

Extinguish within us the flame of carnal turmoil 

and our impure thoughts, that by thy prayers, O 


Metrophanes, we may be delivered from the flame of 
the fire of Gehenna. 

We stretch forth to thee our soul and thought, O 
divinely chosen and holy hierarch: Warm thou our 
faith and love for God, that, earnestly following His 
law, we may run the course of our salvation 
unhindered. 

Having obtained thee from God as a tower of 
strength, free from danger are we protected by thee 
from enemies, visible and invisible. Wherefore, as is 
meet, we all bless thee, O Metrophanes. 

Theotokion: O Virgin, bridal chamber of the 
unwaning Light, we are not worthy of the heavenly 
banquet hall because of our sinful guilt. Yet, for the 
sake of thy sweet Son, our good Lord, Who was 
stripped naked upon the Cross, O Theotokos, cover 
thou the shame of our face and save us. 


Ode V 

Irmos: Enlighten us with Thy precepts, O Lord, 
and with Thy lofty arm grant us Thy peace, O Lover 
of mankind! 

We beseech thee and ery out most earnestly: Fill 
our life with gladness, O divinely inspired one, pro- 
tecting us beneath the mighty shelter of thy defense 
from famine, plague and civil strife, for what thou 
wishest, thou canst do, O father. 

Drive away the gloom of our offenses and the 
pride of our life with the radiance of thy prayers, O 
Metrophanes, that, receiving remission of sins 
through thine aid, we may obtain mercy from Christ 
God. 

Grant the arm of thine aid tome that lie upon the 
bed of affliction and despondency, O pastor beloved of 
God, and leave me not bereft of thine enlightenment, 
which doth save by the grace of the Holy Spirit. 

Theotokion: O thou who art more pure by farthan 
the ranks of the angels, thou of whom the Source of 
sanctity was incarnate for our sake, that He might 
hallow human nature: Through thy prayers, O 
Theotokos, deliver us from the miry clay of our 
impure deeds and unseemly words. 


Ode VI 

Irmos: I pour forth my supplication unto the 
Lord, and to Him doI declare my grief, for my soul is 
full of evil and my life hath drawn nigh unto hell, and 
like Jonah I pray: Lead me up from corruption, O 
God! 

Be thou an aid to thy city and a protector of thy 
monastery; with the invincible intercession of thy 
supplications defend thou the cities and lands of 
them that honor thy memory with love, that in thee 
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we all may boast, O divinely wise Metrophanes. 

Knowing thee to be a defender sent by God, and 
one that hath great authority over unclean spirits, 
‘we entreat thee to preserve our souls unharmed by 
the evil activity of evil spirits. 

As is meet, the faithful bless thee, crying out: 
Rejoice, O Metrophanes, for thou art truly thejoy and 
boast of the Russian Church and a victory over all 
enemies for them that honor thee, O right wondrous 
one! 

Theotokion: The prophets call thee the noetic 
mountain and the ladder of Jacob, whereby God hath 
come down to man, intent upon searching for the lost 
coin, which finding, He again ascended to heaven. 
Wherefore, we all magnify thee in Orthodox manner 
as the Mother of God. 


Kontakion, in Tone VIII— 

Having enslaved thy body to thy spirit through 
abstinence, and made thy soul angelic, thou wast 
robed in hierarchical vestments as the crown of the 
priesthood; and standing now before the Master of 
all, entreat Him, O most blessed Metrophanes, to 
calm and save our souls. 

Thos: Adorning thyself in the wilderness, like a 
flower of paradise, with lofty humility of mind thou 
wast adorned on the throne of the Church of 
Voronezh with exalted adornments, O most wise one. 
For thou wast true hierarch, a model for the faithful 
in word and life. Wherefore, God hath raised thee up 
as His favorite, glorifying thee in His Church with 
incorruption and miracles, that with faith we may 
cry out to thee: Rejoice, thou boast of Voronezh, ever 
memorable Metrophanes! 


Ode VII 

Irmos: The children that went down from Judea 
in Babylon once trod down the flame of the furnace by 
faith in the Trinity, saying: O God of our fathers, 
blessed art Thou! 

Wishing to renew us and to hasten our salvation, 
O Savior, thou didst raise up a new beacon for Thy 
Church—Metrophanes, who crieth to Thee: O God of 
our fathers, blessed art Thou! 

O holy hierarch of Christ, in our behalf entreat 
thou the Savior, Who loveth mankind, that we be 
freed from our transgressions and defilements of 
soul, and that we may cry out to Him as our Almighty 
Deliverer: O God of our fathers, blessed art Thou! 

‘Thou hast been shown to us by God as a wonder- 
worker and a holy hierarch robed in the glory of God, 
O all-praised Metrophanes, that, illumined by the 
splendor of thy miracles more greatly than with the 


rays of the sun, we may cry out to Him that worketh 
wonders through thee: O God of our fathers, blessed 
art Thou! 

Theotokion: Through thee have we received great 
gifts from the Lord, O all-pure Virgin. Wherefore, we 
offer thee a hymn of thanksgiving, and cry out: 
Blessed art thou among women, O all-immaculate 
Mistress! 


Ode VIII 

Irmos: The heavenly King, Whom the angelic 
hosts do hymn, praise and exalt supremely for all 
ages! 

Having recourse to thy precious relics as to an 
unassailable shelter, we ask thine unceasing inter- 
cession, O venerable and God-bearing one. Disdain 
not them that ask help of thee, but hearken and help 
all that hymn thee and that exalt Christ supremely 
forever. 

O father Metrophanes, who dost graciously 
transform bodily weakness and spiritual affliction by 
the power of thy prayers, do thou transform all the 
infirmity of them that hymn thee and exalt Christ 
supremely forever. 

Thou dost wipe away the tears of them that weep, 
O most blessed pastor, and dost bestow a hand of 
salvation upon them that are in danger. Wherefore, 
at the throne of the Master remember us that with 
faith hymn thee and exalt Christ supremely forever. 

Theotokion: We magnify thy steadfast assis- 
tance; we confess the power of thy maternal entreaty; 
we give thanks unto the Lord Who hath magnified 
thee and was born of thee; Whom do thou beseech, O 
Mother of God, that our souls be saved. 


Ode IX 

Irmos: Saved by thee, O pure Virgin, we truly 
confess thee to be the Theotokos, magnifying thee 
with the bodiless choirs. 

O Thou that plantest Thy favorites in Thy house 
like olive trees and cedars, through the supplication 
of Metrophanes Thy favored one, O Savior, plant 
within us a virtuous life, that in due season we may 
bring forth the fruits of repentance for Thee. 

Rejoice with the angels, O Metrophanes most 
wise, thou servant of the Holy Trinity, and by thy 
prayers grant that we that bless thee in faith may 
rejoice in the Holy Spirit. 

‘Though we are weak and sin exceedingly, unwor- 
thy as we are, yet may we not lose the hope of thy 
mighty protection, O right glorious one. Praying to 
Christ God, do thou help us all to finda place with the 
choirs of the righteous on the day of Judgment. 


Show forth the wonder of the power of thy prayers 
upon me who am brought low in misery in the place 
ofafMliction, O holy wonderworker Metrophanes; and 
according to the grace of healing given thee, trans- 
form thou my sickness into health. 

Theotokion: O Mary, Bride of God, our hope and 
joy, shelter us beneath thy precious veil, that we may 
uunceasingly praise and hymn thy name, magnifying 
thee with the bodiless choirs. 


At the Praises, stichera in Tone VILI— 

In thy life thou didst travel the narrow way, O 
venerable Metrophanes, fighting the good fightin the 
wilderness, and thou didst finish the good course in 
the rank of hierarch, laboring with all thy soul for 
God, and faithfully pleasing Him utterly, as a vessel 
chosen of God. Wherefore, generous recompense 
didst thou obtain from the just Bestower of rewards, 
the Lord and King of saints. Him do thou beseech, O 
holy one, that He grant peace to the Russian Church, 
and great mercy to our souls. 

Having acquired a pure life, patience, meekness 
and love unfeigned, perfect abstinence, divine com- 
punction, faith, true hope and lovingkindness, O 
Metrophanes, thou didst live on earth like an angel 
and dost stand in heaven with the choirs of angels. 
Pray with them, O holy one, that peace be granted the 
Russian Church, and great mercy to our souls 

Ilumined with the divine grace of the Holy Spirit, 
after death thou dost still pour forth the grace-filled 
myrrh of healing from thy precious relics. Wherefore, 
we rejoice in thee as is fitting, O Metrophanes, and, 
celebrating thy memory in sacred manner, we ery out 
to thee with sacred hymns: Glory to Him that hath 
given thee strength! Glory to Him that hath crowned 
thee! Glory to Him that worketh healings for all 
through thee! 

Glory..., in Tone VI— 

good and faithful servant, diligent laborer in 
the vineyard of Christ, as a good shepherd didst thou 
endure the burning heat of the sun and daily travail, 
teaching the rational sheep tobelieve untorighteous- 
ness with their hearts, and to confess with their lips 
unto salvation. Wherefore, God hath raised thee up 
as His chosen one and hath glorified thy memory, O 
right wondrous Metrophanes. Praying unceasingly, 
ask thou peace and length of days for all Orthodox 
hierarchs and progress in the virtues and great 
mercy for the faithful. 


Selected hymns from the complete Service to St. 
Metrophanes, translated from the Church Slavonic by 
Reader Isaac Lambertsen. Translation ©1983 & 1987 by 
the translator. All rights reserved. The complete service is 
available in the Menaion and Akathist Series of The St. 
John of Kronstadt Press as item# SN108, All reproduction 
is forbidden. 
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The Seventh Youth Conference 
of the 
Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia 


Buenos Aires, 


Argentina 


3-10 August 1991 


‘Dear Fathers, brothers and sisters in Christ! 

IfGod wills, the seventh youth conference of the Russian 
diaspora will take place in the beautiful city of Buenos Aires 
(called the most European city of South America) on the 3rd 
of August 1991. The conference will be centered around our 
sacred cathedral of Holy Trinity, which has become part of 
the history of the Orthodox mission to South America. The 
Holy Trinity Cathedral was erected with the efforts of the 
Emperor Alexander III and the Royal-Martyr Nicholas. Many 
of the city guidebooks point out the inimitable beauty of the 
temple, and especially call to attention its unique enameled 
iconostasis. Itisexpected the Orthodox youth from the entire 
diaspora, as well as Russia, will join us. The program of the 
conference will include lectures, the goals of which will be to 
help the Orthodox people become aware of their place in the 
contemporary world; there will be “round-table” discussions 
which will bring together participants of the conference 
according to interest; and there will be a wide variety of 
artistic and documentary films. Lectures will be given by the 


clergy of the Orthodox Church Abroad, the Free Russian 
Orthodox Church inside of Russia, as well as by lay represen- 
latives of these Orthodox communities. Adhering to the 
Russian tradition of hospitality, a lavish table of traditional 
Russian and Argentinian dishes awaits the participants, 

‘The accommodations will be in a good hotel in the center 
of the city, not far from the cathedral. The cost of the 
conference will be 15 American dollars per day. Those 
people for whom it would be difficult to meet this cost may 
arrange their participation in the conference individually, If 
possible, all activities will be held in Russian, with transla- 
tions for those who need them. One of the goals of the 
‘conference is to unite the Orthodox youth of South America 
with the rest of the diaspora and with Russia. We invite our 
Charist-loving youth to participate in the first Orthodox youth 
conference to be held in Argentina, The conference will be 
under the spiritual leadership of Bishop Hilarion; this will be 
our first opportunity in Argentina to pray at an hierarchal 
service with more than one bishop. 


Welcome to Argentina! 


‘The conference will run from the 3rd to the 10th of 
‘August. Beginning with the last day of the conference, tll the 
beginning of the Dormition Fast, there will be meetings, 
excursions, social gatherings, and other activities offered. 

Because of the unstable economicssituation of Argentina, 
the exchange rate of our national currency with respect to the 
dollar is constantly changing. Therefore, it has been very 
difficult for young Argentinians to participate in youth con- 


ferences in other countries. However, for residents of coun- 
tries with stable currencies, there are ideal economic condi- 
tions for visiting our country. Remember that this is the first 
time this conference is held in Argentina, and even a small 
donation of “hard value” currency will add much support to 
the conference, without which it would be extremely difficult 
for the organizing committee to see the conference through. 


Please send your donations to the following addresses: 


Brother Alejandro Iwaszewicz 
75 East 93rd Street 
New York, NY 10128 USA 


St. Seraphim Church 
Fr. Yaroslav Belikow 
738 Oak St. 
Monterey, CA 93940 USA 


Please make checks payable to “7th International Conference” 


For information concerning group-rate travel from the USA or Canada, please contact: 
The Rev. Fr. Deacon Pablo Iwaszewicz 
PO Box 231; Jordanville, NY 13361 USA 
(315) 858-0811 / FAX (315) 858-0505 


Please contact Fr. Pablo to register, and for additional information. We pray that, with God’s mercy, your 
participation in the Seventh International Youth Conference of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia will 
be an unforgettable event in both your and our spiritual life. 


Until we meet in Argentina! 
We ask for your holy prayers 
Organizational Committee for the Conference 


A JEWEL IN AFRICA 


Beloved Orthodox Christians, 

It is now three years since Matushka Sarah and 
Tand our children were expelled from Uganda. The 
intervening three years have been painful, because of 
our great loss of our flock and our friends and our 
mission. But they have also been very encouraging, 
because of the wonderful work Father Christopher 
and the members of his small congregation are doing 
on a continual basis. 

When we left, the very existence of the commu- 
nity was threatened. Not only were there military 
threats against their presence, but the hostility of 
many people locally who opposed their Faith was 
manifest. This external pressure forced the commu- 
nity to consolidate itself. For eight or nine months 
they had no priest. Then Fr. Christopher (Matushka 
Sarah’s brother) came to North America and was 
ordained to the holy priesthood by Bishop Hilarion, 
with the blessings of Metropolitan Vitaly. 

Fr. Christopherreturned, after several monthsin 
North America, tostruggleon Bukasa Island with his, 
flock. He began baptizing many children. He also 
began burying many children. Without adequate 
medical care, many of these precious children died 
from diseases which could have been prevented, or 
certainly could have been adequately treated. 

‘The young church grew. But in its very growing, 
it suffered from many pains. While I was previously 
able to come to North America on a yearly basis to 
raise funds to keep it all going, now Fr. Christopher 
was left alone, far away from North America, and 
relying on the charity of others in order to continue 
his holy work. 

‘This great work which he was doing included pro- 
viding an education for the children in our community. 

When we left Uganda, we left a school with 230 
children enrolled, a medical clinic which was run 
seven days a week, and the infrastructure of an 
organization. We alsoleft the church community and 
a flock of faithful who had suffered from the attacks 
of the military, and the unholy desecration of our 
church, and the brutal treatmentofits pastor and his 
family. 

What they were left with was an abiding faith in 
the teachings of Christ. In quietness and meekness, 
without seeking confrontation, without judging other 
people, the small community came together at some 
substantial risk to themselves for prayer and wor- 
ship, in spirit and truth. 

We here in North America must honor their 
struggle. In all of black Africa, the Church of the 


Annunciation is the only parish of our Synod. It isa 
jewel in the crown, a proclaimer of faith in the midst 
‘of pagan hostility, and the creation of the spontane- 
ous will of the people who have brought themselves 
and their children to the holy waters of baptism. It 
deserves our heartfelt support! 

Many people were indeed interested, and have 
indeed contributed. One of the great success stories 
is that of an idea generated by Matthew Kaskanlian 
in San Francisco. About 18 months ago, Matthew 
suggested that we create an adoption fund, so that 
people in North America could “adopt” children in 
Father Christopher's flock and provide funds to pay 
for their education. Up until that time, whatever 
monies were sent were distributed first to the needs 
of the poor — to clothing, shoes, food; to education 
and tomedicine; tocontributing to the construction of 
the church; then finally to paying thesalariesof those 
people who worked on the church. The work always 
demanded more than the funds could supply. 

With the enormous contributions of time and 


labor of Ivana Provotakis in Jordanville, and Father 
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David and Matushka Rebecca Moser in Colorado, 
and the generous donations of many people, the fund 
for the support of the children has grown slowly so 
that today there are about 33 people who are contrib- 
uting $20 a month each, which goes to the children. 
The total administrative costs are less than $100/ 
year! 

Initially, there were some cross-cultural difficul- 
ties to work out. But over time these were worked 
out, and I am happy to announce that the adoption 
program is proceeding well and doing what it was 
meant to do. But this still leaves the community 
itself with a lack of funding. The church must be 
completed, a means of pumping water up from the 
lake must be found, the tractor has tobe maintained, 
the church's single vehicle must be kept operational, 
supplies of wine and flour for church services (outra- 
geously expensive in Uganda) must be paid for —all 
the ordinary things we take for granted, evencandles, 
which are devastatingly difficult to find, must be 
procured for the faithful. These require hard cur- 
rency, or the items themselves... they cannot be 
produced locally, and the flock has no means of 
generating the currency. 

‘Thanks to an anonymous donor, Fr. Christopher 
is receiving a monthly stipend of $100. This amount 
ofmoney is for him and his family of ten children. Fr. 
Christopher not only teaches the flock, not only 
proclaims the Gospel, butis also the master architect 


and builder of the solid granite church with its 
Byzantine arch, its gothic windows, andits own stone 
dome. This above all other labors is an enormous 
podvig of love. (See Living Orthodoxy #63... we hope 
{for some updated photographs soon.) 

‘To this day less than $7500 has been spent on 
building this church. Yet thisis a crystal jewel which 
proclaims the Gospel on an emerald hillside over- 
looking Lake Victoria. It can be seen from miles 
away... but itis as yet unroofed. Permanent roofing 
materials suitable for such a building are unthink- 
ably costly in Uganda. A generous California donor 
provided $5000, which was used to purchase pre- 
fabricated roofing tiles, plywood, all that was needed 
for the roof. The funds stretched as well to a water 
pump, piping, and otherequipment. Efforts continue 
to find a small boat, spare parts for the tractor and 
LandRover, wine, flour, and other goods... all of this 
is accumulating in a storage yard in San Francisco. 

It has been joined there by the long-suffering 
rammed-earth blockmaker, which will greatly expe- 
dite the capacity of the people of the mission to 
construct durable houses for themselves and other 
needed buildings for the community. The $8000 unit 
was paid for by the US Embassy some years ago, but 
political and financial considerations have so far 
confined it to uselessness in the USA. 

‘The container must go! All of these desper- 
ately needed items, and much more, can be crammed 
into an international cargo container, which can be 
sealed in San Francisco and assured of unpilfered 
transport to Bukasa. Much must yet be added to the 
treasure trove... very ordinary things for us in this 
land of luxury, but veritable kings’ ransoms to the 
faithful on Bukasa. What is needed? Yet another 
$8-10,000 — to purchase additional supplies, and 
ship the container. 


To this end we are begging people — yes, begging 
is the term — to assist in the growth and mainte- 
nance of this community in Africa, by generously 
supporting this project. The church in Africa is 
magnificent, beyond any kind of comprehension. We 
are now awaiting the latest photographs from Fr. 
Christopher, which will give us an idea of the tremen- 
dous work which has been accomplished there. 


Think about it, Fathers and brothers 
and sisters... Living Orthodoxy alone 
reaches at least 500 people (not counting 
multiple readers for a single copy). $10,000 
divided by 500 makes the paltry sum of 
$20... 2-4 hours’ work at common wages 
here; the price of a dinner out for two; the 
cost of a moderate commercial magazine 
for a year. Do without that dinner, that 
magazine, that new shirt, if necessary... 
just think about how much your forego- 
ing that little luxury will mean to the 
struggling mission on Bukasa... and do it 
today... and pray that the other 499 are 
just as thoughtful — we don’t say gener- 
ous, really, for the sum is almost trivial for 
us here. 


I receive letters on a monthly basis from Fr. 
Christopher and other members of the community. 
In them, they outline their struggles and their sue- 
cesses. It behooves us dedicated Christians toenable 
this community to reach its full potential. We ask 
humbly for your help for this community, which is 
but 8 years old. Let not this child die from neglect; 
rather, let it be fed and nurtured from the generosity 
which flows from the well of the living waters of life! 
Fr. Gerasimos (Kambites) 

(with the heartfelt concurrence of the editor) 


HOW TO DOIT 


‘What to send... 

See Living Orthodoxy #71, p. 28, for some guidance on 
whatkinds of items may be added to Matthew's treasure- 
trove for the Mission; or contact Matthew or Fr. 
Gerasimos for further guidance. 


Where to send items to be shipped... 
‘Matthew Kaskanlian 

1315 Seventh Avenue 

San Francisco, CA 94122 

415/367-6835 (home); 415/664-8161 (shop) 


For further information... 

Fr. Gerasimos or Matushka Sarah Kambites 
1377 Duford Dr. 

Orléans, Ont., Canada K1E 1E4 
613/837-3912 


Where tosend funds for assistance (tax-deductible)... 
Orthodox Benevolent Fund 

PO Box 4523 

Woodland Park, CO 80866 


STORE UP TREASURE FOR YOURSELF IN HEAVEN...! 
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Affairs of the State (cf also “Assault on the Family” & “Agape 
‘Community Under Attack”). WI 5:27 
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‘A Matter of Conscience (Dukakis candidacy: inc 
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‘Addenda to Synodal Epistle)... 
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Dismantling Divine Inspiration (Luke Gehring: 
interpretation) 
Ecumenical “Blessin 


X11 1:28 
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the Contemporary World (*) (Archim. Constantine) VII 2:14 
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False Witness (*) (Luke Gehring: Jehovah’s 
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‘of Anglican cleric concerning elevation to episcopate of 
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Vil 


God With Us (Luke Gehring) 
Gospel Guerrillas (Luke Gehring 

Hidden Faces of Satan (Luke Gehring) 
History — Fit Study for Christians? 


; Harakis comment on Synod) . 
How to Find the Saving Faith (Hilaire Taurand) 
1 Was Hungry. 
Jewel in Africa (Fr. Gerasimos Kambites; 


Jubilee of Metropolitan Philare 


Leuer from Chile (orphanage) 
Leuer of Guidance for a young convert (1 


Letters from Russia 
‘Letters from the Other Side (letters from an Iron Curtain 
convert) 
Many False Prophets Shall Arise. 
Massacre in Our Land (Editor; Abortion). 
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(Luke Gehring)... 
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News from Uganda (Fr. Gerasimos Kambites; letter)) .... 
No Tears for Uganda (Fr. Gerasimos Kambites) 


i542 
“x13:19 
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Notes Along the Way: Reflections on the Beatitudes (Abp. 


‘Anthony of Voronezh) .. oA 56 
Notes along the Way: The Gift of Certainty 13:9 
Notes along the Way: To a Friend 12:5 
(On Freedom, Christian and Political (Vladimir Moss) «1X 3:21 


(On the Situation of the Orthodox Christian in the Contemporary 
World (*) (Abp. Averky) 15:17 
Open Letter to our Brethren of the American Jurisdictions of 
Holy Orthodoxy 13:23 
Opinion: A Parable (Fr. David Moser; concerning compassion 
and strictness) vue VIIL 4:32 
ntodory and the Religion ofthe Fate (review/excerpts) 


‘Orthodoxy Or. 
Out Ases.. Gregory: photoes Erie Church fire) 
VII 6:30 


Paschal Epistle 1988 (Met. Vitaly) IK 4:3 
Pastoral Concems Gathering at Synodal Headquarters (Feb 87) « 


Pastoral Epistle (Metropolitan Vitaly; Sept. 86) 
Peace on Earth (—A.; Sermon in time of Gulf War) . 
Persecution of Religion in the... USA?. 
Problem of Forgiveness (Luke Gehring; Ecumenism) 


Rebirth of Religion in Russia (Thomas Whittemore)... VII 4:10 
Religion in the USSR HHL 1:13 
Reply to the “Epistle ofthe Local Council...” (Fr. 


‘Synodal activity in Russia) 
Rock Music: Devil’s Chant 
Seeking to Justify Himself (Joseph Miller) : 
Setting the Record Straight (George Chemodakov; Orth Chris- 
tian Witness allegations) 
Shall These Murders Continue? 
(Editor; Abortion/Amicus Brief) 3 
61h Annual Orthodox Conference (Leonid Ponomarchuk)V1 3:32 
SocietyWatch (premitre). X13:30 
SocietyWatch: Dungeons and Dragons: Just a Kids’ Game? 
cH 
SocietyWatch: Libraries; The Numbers Game (Magic books in 
libraries; master numbers . X16: 25 
SocietyWatch: Of Murders and Tattoos. X14:26 
SocietyWatch: The Census: Another Response (Fr. David 
Moser) 13:19 
SocietyWatch: 


Society Watch: Pricing Strategies (Fines for abortion rescuers, 
homosexual desecrators, turtle poacher$) wn XU 1:20 
Soviet Church and Soviet State: Accounts from Inside .IX 5: 19 
St. John of Kronstadt: Healer and Intercessor 3:14 
‘Suzdal Parish “Quits the Russian Orthodox Church” (Addenda 


to Synodal Epistle). 
‘The 1946 Council of Bishops and Its Significance for the 
Russian Orthodox Church Abroad. VII 6:14 


‘The Athonites and the Greeks Abroad 

‘The Evil Communion 

‘There is Nothing More Precious than the Truth (Bishop Gregory 
(Grabbe); Reply to Archpriest Robert Kondratik) .. XII 5:22 

‘Toward an Orthodox Marriage Bureau? 

‘Twisted Truth (Luke Gehring; Eclecticism) 

US Government Promotes Homosexualit 


Opens e 
What do you Recommend, Doctor? (contemporary Church in 
Russi 


11 3:24 
111 4:16 
‘Who Are We?... the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of 
Russia (+) (Fr. Gregory & Matushka Naumenko 
‘Who Speaks for Orthodox Christians? ... 
Words 
‘Young Christians in the Elets Prison (Samizdat) 
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Christian Life 
‘AContemporary Parable (Fr. Demetrios Carellas; 


Does the Orthodox Church Permit Mixed Marriages? 
(Gohn Hudanish) 
Don’t Blame Me (*) 
Faith of the Saints (The Rev. Symeon Hill) 
False Witness against thy Neighbor, Thou Shalt not Bear 
Goseph Miller) XI 2:20 
Fasting, Holy Father on.. -XM2:17 


Fasting: Preparation for the Feast (Fr. Joseph Sunderland) ....« 
-XI12:16 


Heartfelt Repentance (ue. Mat. Maria Naume 
Holy Ikons (Dr. A. Kalomiros) 
How Does Orthodoxy Differ from the Westem Denominations? 
(Met. Anthony of Kiev & Galich) : 
Instructions to Catechumens (St. John Chrysostom) . 
Leer (Theophan of Poltava) 
Leer (Fr. Alexey Young; Asceticism). 
Light and Darkness (St. John of Kronstadt; sermon) . 
‘Meditations on the Mysteries of Salvation 
Newly-Baptized, To the (*) (Fr. Gregory Williams) . 
‘On Confession (tr. Mat. Maria Naumenko) 
On the Jesus Prayer (Archim. Sophrony). 14:10 
Open Letter to All the Faithful Children of the Church Who 
Hold Fast to the Orthodox Calendar and the Traditions of 
the Holy Church (Met. Innocent of Peking) 5 


Orthodox Worship and Life: Body Worship... fl 
Orthodox Worship and Life: Liturgical Time....cemvell 1:18, 
Orthodox Worship and Life: Practical Worship sw.scneeull 2:9 


Orthodox Worship and Life: Sign of the Cross 
Orthodox Worship and Life: Spiritual Sensuality 
Orthodox Worship and Life: 
‘The Material Economy of Salvation.. 
Orthodox Worship and Life: Worship and Creation 
(ut of the Mouths of Babes. 
Pious Bear .. : 
Prayer Rope, The -XI13:10 
Prayer, On (St. Meletios of Mt. Galesion) XM 4:16 
Property: The More Common It Is, the More Holy It Is 
5:25; VII 6:34 (sequel) 
Prosphora: Offering of the People of God (Fr. Sebastian 
Dabovich) 1111:20 
Reading the Lives of the Saints (Abp. Anthony of Voronezh) 


‘Reed Shaken with the Wind (Fr. Michael Pomozansky) .X1 
Saints Invoked for Special Needs (*) 
Seventh Day, The (Sunday celebration) 
‘The House of God (St. John of Kronstadt) 5: 
‘Theophan of Poltava, Letters(*) ... VII 6:33; IX 3:40; IX 5:17 
This Has Been from Me (Catacomb Church) 1K 6:43 
Vainglory and the Right Way for Parents to Bring up their 
Children, Address on (St.John Chrysostom) .ne..XI4:27 


‘The Fathers 


‘Anointing of the Sick (Abp. 
Bearing af Grudge (St. Tikhon of Zadonsk) 
Christian Manner of Life (St. John Chrysostom) 
Concerning Restlessness (St.John Cassian) 
Correction (St. John of Kronstadt). 
Dormition of the Theotokos (St. Gregory of Tours) 
Dormition of Theotokos (St, John of Damascus) 

Envy (St. John Chrysostom; Commentary on II Cor; ext. se. 
VI 6:43 


Evil, Covering of (Paradise of the Fathers) 
Grudges (St. John of the Ladder) 
Holy Spirit and Church (St, Augustine of Hippo) 
How the Enemy Tries to Divert the Beginner from the True Path 

(Theophan the Recluse; except from Letter XXIX) VI3:34 
How to Overcome Negligence (Bp. Theophan the Recluse). 


How to Save the Soul (Bp. Theophan the Recluse) 
Introduction to the Holy Fathers of Orthodox Spirituality. 1: 10 
Letter to a Young Girl (Theophan the Recluse). 12:6 
My Life in Christ: Select Passages (St. John of Kronstadt) (St. 
John Cassian) 
Perfection (St. Gregory of Nyssa) 
Prayers for Unbaptized Departed (from Martyrdom of SS 
Perpetua & Felicity). 
Priesthood (Gregory the Great) 
Priesthood (Caesarius of Arles) 
Propriety (Sayings of the Desert Fathers) 
Reading Spiritual and Secular Books (Theophan the Recluse; 
‘excerpt from Letter LXX) 
Repentance (Sayings of the Desert Fathers 
Resoluteness (Cyril of Alexandria) 


VIII 6:44 


‘Schema-Abbot Herman of Zosima Hermitage on Prayer (serial, 
X239 


completed). 
Schism (St. Cyprian of Carthage). 


serial, completed) .X 5:13; X 6:10; XI 
‘Testament of St. Athanasius of Athos .. : 
‘The Divided Will: Seeking Perfection and Pleasure at Once (St. 

John Cassian) 16:21 
‘The Sleep unto Death, the Armor of Christ, and the Lusts of the 
World (St. John Chrysostom; Hom. 24 on Romans) ..X 3:35 
ion of Elder Sophronius (Spiritual Reading)... 11:10 


Liturgical Materials 
Basil the Great, Akathist hymn. 


Increase of Love and Uprooting of Hatred and All Malice, 


Service for the. -XI 3:22 
John of Kronstadt, Akathist Hymn to Our Righteous Father (*). 
4: 


John of Kronstadt, St; liturgical service (*) . 
Kazan’, Icon of the Mother of God of, liturgical service (*) 


Liturgical Services of the Orthodox Church (D) 
Liturgical Services of the Orthodox Church (II-V).. 
Liturgical Services of the Orthodox Church (VI-VI) 
Metrophanes of Voronezh, St. ‘Ataaiat yen & Canon's 


Sing Unto 
‘Woman with Child, Prayers of a (+) 


The Liturgical Year 
Baptism of the Lord (St. John of Kronstadt; sermon) .. F 
Beginning of Salvation: On the Annunciation of the Most-holy 

‘Theotokos (St. John of Kronstadt; sermon) .. 
Christ is Bom: Glorify Him! 
Christ is Risen! Glorify Him! 
Exaltation of the Cross 


from his 
V 64 


Great Lent: Turn Back, O Man 
Hail, Thou That Art Highly Favor 
“Journey to Salvation (Fr. John Ocana; Lent) 
Lenten Epistle (Metropolitan Vitaly) 
Little Boy at Christ’s Christmas Party (F. Dostoevsky). 
Nativity Epistle (Metropolitan Vitaly). 
Of Virgin Bor... (Hilaire Taurand) 
‘On the New Year (St. Dimitry of Rostov) 
Sunday of Orthodoxy (St. John of Kronstadt; homily) ... 
‘The Forerunner (St. John of Kronstadt; sermon) 
‘The Word Became Flesh (St. John of Kronstadt; sermon). 
‘Theophany (1. Shmieliev 
‘Wood of the Cross, Procession of 


1X 5:12 
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Lives of Saints and Strugglers 
‘Abramius & Mary . 
‘Acacius, New Venerable-Martyr(*).. 
‘Adrian and Natalia(*), i 
Alban, Protomartyr of Britain (22 June) 
‘Amorium, 42 Martyrs of (3/6). 
Amphilocius, w/ Philetus & Comp., Martyrs (27 Mar). VIII 2:38 
‘Anastasia of Padan (exc) 13:3 
‘Anastasia the Ronan, Geaimanyr (1025) X53 
Anastasios of Sinai 
Andrew Argentes. 1X 3%. 
Andrew the First-Called (11/30) (—A.; Sermon/Life) ..KIL 5:19 
‘Anectus, with Codratus & others (10 Mar. 
‘Aninas the Wonderworker (16 Mar) 
Anna of Novgorod (10 Feb.) (*) 
Anthia (15 Dec.) (*) 

Anthimus, Hieromartyr, and Comp. (3 Sept)... 


“Arsenius the Great. 
‘Athanasius the Athonite (“Testament” appears in next issue) 


‘Athanasius, Patriarch of Alexandria. 
Bacchus, Martyr with Sergius (9 Oct.) 
Barbarus Myrobletes 

Bartholomew, Apostle (11 June) 
Basil of Ryazan’ (4/12) 
Benedict of Nursia (14 Mar.) (*) 
Boniface, Holy Martyr. 
Caltinicus, Martyr (29 Jul) 
Carterius, Martyr... 
Cassian of Uglich (2 Oct). 
Castinus, Martyr (25 Jan). 
Cecilia & Comp. (22 Nov, 
Coolfrith (25 Sept.) 
Charalampius of Magnesia, Hieromartyr (2/10) . 
(Christina, Martyr (24 Jul). 
Christopher of Koryazhma, St. (7/25)... 
‘Cindeus the Presbyter, Martyr (11 July) .n.. 
‘Clement of Rome, HM. 
‘Codratus and Comp. (10 Mar.).. 
‘Conon (19 Feb) . 
Comelius of Pskov, Martyr (20 Feb) wnsnnonnonnonnn WIE 1:13 
Cosmas of Zographou, St. (9/22) . XI 5:11 
Crescentius, with Codratus & others (10 Mar.) 
Cyprian of Carthage (by Pontius the Deacon) 
Cyprian of Carthage (8/31) 

Cyprian, with Codratus & others (10 Mar.) 
(Cyricus and Julita, Martyrs (15 Jul) 
Cyril of Alexandria, Abp. (6/9). 
Cyril of Gortyne (14 Jun) .. 
Cyril of Turov (4/28) 
Cyril, Archbishop of Jerusalem (18 Mar) 
Deacon Menas, from “The Meadow’ 
Dimitri of Rostov (9/21) 
Dionysius of Radonezh 


Dionysius, with Codratus & others (10 Mar.) 
Eanswithe (31 Aug.) ss..esseoe 
Edessa, Confessors in under Arians ........ 
Edward, Concerning the Veneration of the Martyr-King. 
(Synodal decree) seed 4:16 
Eleutherius, Hieromartyr, and his Mother Anthia (15 Dec.) (*) 


Ephraim the Newly-appeared 
Ephraim the Syrian (1/28) 
Epiphanius of Cyprus 
Ethelbriht and Ethelred, Passion-bearers (17 Oct) - 
Ethelwold (1 August) 
Eucarpion and Trophimus, 
Euthalia, Virgin-Martyr (2 Mar) 
Euthymius the Great. 
Euthymius, New-Martyr (22 Mar.) (*).. 
Felicity, Martyr, and her seven sons (25 Jan 
Feofil, Hieroschemamonk (review/excerpts) 
Flavian, pat. Constantinople (2/18) 
Florus and Laurus, Martyrs (18 Aug) 
Galacteon & Episteme, MM. 


"Hilarion of Georgia (11/19) 


George of Mt. Sinai (11 Mar) 
George the Confessor 


Golindhuka, Martyr (12 Jul) 
Gradislava and Predslava, Daughters of the Prince of Polotsk 
rieriinein WI 192 
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Gregory of Nyssa 


Gregory V of Constantinople, Hieronarye no) (Fr. 


Hosius, Bishop of Cordoba (27 Aug) 
Terotheos of Athens 
Ignatius, New Venerable-Martyr (20 Oct.) (*) 
Innocent of Alaska . 
Innocent of Alaska — America’s First Bishop (Fr. Sebastian 
Dabovich; sermon) .. wll $/6:37 
X13:3 
IX 3:32 


Irenaeus of SirMiUM «nnn 
Iveron Icon of the Theotokos 
James the Ascetic 
James the Confessor wm vnn 

Januarius, Hieromartyr (4/21) .. 
Joannicius the Great (4 Nov.) 1m 
John “In-the-Well” (30 Mat sna 
John Chrysostom, Patriarch of Constantinople 


John Chrysostom, Translation of the Relics. 
John Kukuzelis, St. (10/1 
John of Asprocatron 
John of Colonia 
John of Damascus (4 Dec).. 
John of Kronstadt (*) 
John of Kronstadt (The Spiritual Face of Father) (*) 
(Archim. Constantine, excerpts) 
John of Kronstadt, Memories of (LK. Sursky; excerpts) VII 1:18 
John of Kronstadt, On the Repose of (NM Archpriest F.N. 
Omatsky; funeral oration) ... V 69 
John of Kronstadt, the Personality of Father (V. Rosanoff) V 1:3, 
John of Krona la Memory ofthe Holy Pastor (M. 


V1 
12:21 


John the Baptist, the Three Fit Findings of tho Head 


(24 Feb.; 25 May), 
John the Faster (9/2) 
Joseph of Thessalonica (26 Jan) 
Julitta and Cyricus, Martyrs (15 Jul) . 


Lazarus of Murmansk (8 March) 
Leontius, Bishop of Rostov (23 May) .. 
Liberius, Pope of Rome (27 Aug) .. 
Longinus the Centurion (16 Oct) 
‘Lucia, Holy Martyr . 


Lydia, w/ Philetus & Comp., Martyrs (27 Mat)... VIN 2:38, 
‘Macedon, w/Philetus & Comp., Martyrs (27 Mar)... VII 2:38 
‘Macedonius (24 Jan). 
Macrina... 
Macrina (19 July) (Fr. Sebastian Dabovich) 
Marcian & Martyrius, MM (10/25) 
Mark, Bp. of Arethusa 
Martin the Merciful, Bishop of Tours (12 Oct) 
Martin, Pope of Rome (14 Apr.) 
Martinian (13 Feb. 
Mary Magdalen (22 Jul) (*) 
Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist (16 Nov.) 
Maximus (22 Nov.) 
Maximus of Kavsokalyvia (13 Jan) 
Meletios of Mt. Galesion, Confessor (1/19) (Hieromonk 

Toannikios; Intro to “On Prayer”) 
Memon the Righteous .. 
Methodius, Patriarch of Constantinople ns: 


‘i 13:13 
‘Metrophanes of - 1X3:36 
Metrophanes of Voronezh, St, (11/23) X11 6:3 
Michael of Synnada (23 May) VIL 3:42 
‘Michael the Bulgarian (22 Nov.) V 5:33 


Michael, Miracle of the Archangel at Colossae (6 Sept) VII 5:43 
Miracle at Carthage . nmnnmnelX 22 39 
Miracle of St. Simeon Styles 
Modlestus If (16 Dec). 
Myrax, Martyr (11 Dec). 
"Nectarios of Pentapolis (9 Nov.) 
Nectarius, Martyred Monk (7/11) 
Neilus the Myrrh-streamer 
Nestor the Chronicter .. 


Nicephorus, Patriarch of Constantinople, 

Translation of Relics (13 Mar) 
Nicholas the Studite.... 
Olaf, Enlightener of Norway (29 July) 
Optina Elders, Glorification of. 
Papas (16 Mar).. 
Paphnutius of Borovsk (1 May) . 
Paul the Confessor, Patriarch of Constantinople (6 Nov.).V 5: u 
Paul the Martyr, a Russian Freedman (3 April 
Paul, with Coons tere (10 Maz) 
Pelagia (8 Oc 


(12 June)(*) 
Peter the Former Publican (22 Sept 
Philaret, Metropolitan of Moscow. 
Philetus & Comp., Martyrs (27 Mat) . 
Philip, Apostle (14 Nov.) 
Phocas of Sinope, HM 
Phosterius (5 Jan) 

Plato the Confessor (5 Apr) . 
Plato, Great-Martyr . 
Porphyry of Gaza (26 Feb) 
Predslava and Gradislava, Daughters of the 


a 


Proclus of Constantinople 
Reigning “Kolomna” Icon of Theotokos, Appearance. 
‘Samaeus the Elamite, Prophet (8 Jan) : 
Savior, Transl. of Robe from Persia to Moscow (10 Jul)VIIL 4:29 
‘Schemamonk Theodore. 
Seraphim, Glorification of St. (David Bell McGowan) ...XI 

Sergius and Bacchus, Martyrs (9 Oct.) WV 53 
‘Simeon Stylites (1 Sept) 
‘Sophronius, Patriarch of Jerusalem (11 Mar). 
‘Stephen of Surozh (15 Dec).. 
‘Stephen the New (8 Nov) (*) 
‘Stephen, Trans. of Relics.. 
‘Sunniva & her Companions 
‘Sylvester, Bishop of Rome (2 Jan.).. 
Sylvester, Pope of Rome .... 
‘Symeon of the Wonderful Mountain (24 May) 
‘Symeon the Barefoot (19 Apr) 
‘Tamara, Queen of Georgia (1 May) 
Tarasius, Abp. of Constantinople (25 Feb.) 
Taurinus, Ist Bishop of Evreux (11 Aug)... 


‘Theodore the Studite (11 Nov) 
‘Theodore Yaroslavich (short) 
Theodore, Martyr, & his Brother Theophanes the Branded X1: 3 
Theodosi 
Theodosius of Tot’ma, St. (1/28).. 
‘Theodosius the Caznobiarch (1/11) . 
‘Theophan of Poltava, In Memory (*) (Abp. Averky).. 


‘Theophanes of Sigriana. 
‘Theophilus the Myrrh-Streamer (8 July). 
‘Theophylactus of Nicomedia (8 Mar). 


Vint 2:29 
‘Theoprepius, w/ Philetus & Comp., Martyrs (27 Mar) . VIII 2:38 


‘Theotokos, Deposition of Cincture of (31 Aug)... VII 4:21 
‘Theotokos, Deposition of Robe at Blachernae (2 Jul)... VIII 4:26 
‘Theotokos, Kazan’ Icon of the (*) (8 Jul; 22 Oct) 14:20 
‘Thomas, Patriarch of Constantinople (21 Mat) uo... WII 2:31 
‘Three Hierarchs, the Synaxis of the (30 Jan.) 
‘Tiburtius (22 Nov.) 
‘Trophimus and Eucarpion, Martyrs (18 Mar) 
‘Twelve Apostles (St. Hippolytus of Rome) 
Valerian (22 Nov.)... 
Viadimir, Enlightener of Russia (15 Jul) ( 
William of Toulouse. 
Zosimas (5 Apr). 


“VIL 4:16 
v23 
‘Vill 2:40 


Miscellaneous 
God Sees the Truth, but does not Tell at Once (Tolstoy) IX 5: 29 


How the Monastery Miller Outwitted Peter the Great 
Nicodemus (poem) (C. Mast0t) rn 
Resurrection Song (poem; John 


‘The New-Martyrs 
‘An Open Letter tothe Christians of the West (Anatoly 
‘Viadimirovich Hailo).. 


11 5/6:53 
At the Glorification of the New Martyrs and Confessors of 


Russia (pastoral epistle of Synod .. AI 6:10 


‘Concerning the Catabomb Church in Russia (decree) 
‘Concerning the Names of the New Martyrs (decree) 
Holy New-Martyrs of Russia 
John of Riga and Latvia (Dr. 


Glortication service) 
‘Orthodox Studies 

‘A Man is His Faith: Ivan Kireyevsky and Orthodox Christianity 

(Dr. Thomas Brecht; extended review) .. i 


Word...”) 
‘And the Sun Stopped... (Seraphim Larin). 
‘Church of Russia in the 11th Century 
Defence of the Nicene Definition (St. Athanasius of Alexandra; 
Trinity) X 1:13 
Dostoevky's Orthodoxy (Yelena Rodionovna Gaponova)III 5:21 
Ecu-Communism (Viadimir Moss). X15:13 
End of the World, Antichrist, & Second Coming of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ (St. Hippolytus). E 


Final Word on the “Soul After Death” (soe 
Controversy") 
Founding of the Kiev Church of the Dormition 
1 Believe in the Holy Spi 
(St. Paisius Velichkovsky) 
Letters from a Convert (*) (M. Friesel) .IIT3: 4 
Luke 16:1-9, Commentary (BI. Theophylact the Bulgarian; 
Parable of Dishonest Steward) 
Marianism, The Heart of Modern (Luke: 
veneration of heart of Mary) 
Orthodoxy in Britain (Andrew Bond). 
Psalm 118: Commentary (Bishop Thcophan the Recl 
in progress) .X 6:28; XI 1:29; XI 2:25; X1 4:29; XI'5:29; XI 
(6:33; XIU 1:35; XII 2:33; XII 3:28; XI1 4:38; XII 5:33, 
The Nari Alliances of the Immediate Descendants of the Holy 
Prince Vladimir (L.M. Sukhotin) - 
‘The Moscow Patriarchate as an Instrument of Soviet Foreign 
Policy (Serafim Englehardt.. 
‘The Sacramental Life ch. VIII & IX (*). 
‘True Orthodoxy (*) (Abp. Averky) 
Western Saints and the ‘Filioque’ (Viadimir Moss). 
What Day is Today: The Calendar Question 
Where Did the Bible Come From? (* 
‘Where is the Church? (letter concerning entry into Synod 


(On the Origin of the Slanted Crosswise Bar in Russian Crosses 
(St.John of Kronstadt . 1V 3:23, 
(On the Question of the Origin of the Slanted Crosswise Bar in 
Russian Crosses (N. Pokrovsky) 
‘Sinners in the Church — Do They Belong There? 
‘What is “the Synod”? 


‘Why Do the Orthodox Use a Three-Barred Cross? 1 
Why Do You.. Call Yourselves “Onhodox’ & "Cail? 


Why Does the Orthodox Church Baptize Infants? - 
‘Why Does the Orthodox Church... Give Holy Communion 10 
Infants and Children’? V 5:21 


Synodal Decrees and Communications 
Bishop Consecrated for the Old Rite (Fr. Pimen Simon) .1X 6:28 
Concerning Ecumenism and the Growth of Anti-Christian 


Principles (decree) . 11 6:14 
Concerning the $0th Anniversary of Bishop Gregory's Service in 
the Synod of Bishops (decree). 111 6:16 


Conc. the Glorification of Paisius Vi 
Decree: Language of Divine Services. 
Decree: Schismatics (Fr. Panteleimon et 
Epistle of Council (Moscow Patriarchate Epistle; Comments on 
events in Russia after election of Alexis) X11 2:10 
Epistle of Council 3/16 May 1990 (Parishes in Russia) ... XII 1:9 
Epistle of the Synod of Bishops (Jubilee ; 
Extract fr. Minutes of Council of Bishops 


Jubilee Epistle of ‘he Council of Bishops 

Optina, Glorification of the Venerable Elders (Epistle of 
Council; account) 

Pre-Jubilee Epistle of Met. Vitaly 

Resolutions from the Synod of Bishops (Feb 87) 
(Concelebrations) 

‘Statement of the Chancery of the Synod of Bishops (Bishop 
Hilarion; 24 Aug./6 Sept. 86 conc. Holy Land)..... VII 6:26 


‘The database from which this index is built (updated with 
cach issue) is available as a computer file for those to whom 
it would be of use. ‘The database can be provided on a 
Macintosh floppy disc as a Record Holder Plus file, or as a 
text-and-retum-delimited text file for loading into another 
database; or the text file (forloading into an "alien" computer) 
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can be sent by modem to any computer equipped for modem 
transmissions. Cost for the disc version is $10, including 
postage ($12 outside USA). Modem transmission is consid- 
erably more time-consuming, and is offered for a service 
charge of $20, including telephone charges, to any locationin 
the USA (charges to be determined for foreign phones). 


After the many delays, the long out-of-print 
Tue One THING NEEDFUL 
The superb collection of sermons for the 
‘Sundays and Feasts of the Orthodox Year 
by 
Archbishop Andrei of Novo-Diveevo 
is once again available... 
The new edition, published jointly by the Press and the 
Novo-Diveevo Convent, is in an attractive 160-page 
hardbound volume, with gold-stamped binding... a 
valuable addition to every spiritual library, and an 
attractive gift as well. Order as Stock# X029 from the 
Press Bookservice. $10/copy plus P&H (see below). 


! 


zZ 
>) 


Just received... 

Elder Leonid of Optina, from Orthodox Word, 272pp.,paper, 
‘Stock# R145, $10/copy plus P&H. 

Lfe of St. Seraphim (for young people), from the Books for 
Russia Fund (Rochester, NY). 22pp, paper, Stock# R146, 
$3.50/copy plus P&H. 


Price changes/deletions: Tones I-IV(R138, R139,R140 & R142) 
of the Weekday Octoechos are now $12 each, due 10 unfavorable 
exchange rates. The Way of the Ascetics, hardbound Harper and 
Row edition (Y004), is $8. The Monastery of the Veil service for 
the Protection of the Mother of God (R120) has been discontinued, 
a the service is available in the Menaion series and supplies are 
‘exhausted, 


Postage & Handling mustbe added toall orders: upto $20, $3; 0 
$50, $4; over $50, $5. Customers outside USA please allow an additional 
‘S2/order. Orders are normally shipped by book-post. Where reasonable, 
UPS, First Class or Priority may be used instead. If you specifically wish 
‘more rapid delivery, please allow for First Class/Pririty rates, Airmail 
shipments to Canada are reasonable for smaller orders, but quite expensive 
elsewhere abroad, Be sure to make adequate allowance; any excess willbe 
credited, 

Remittances in US funds, please, to: 

‘THE ST. JOHN OF KRONSTADT PRESS (check or money or- 
der), Rt. 1 Box 205; Liberty, TN 37095. 

Due toour limited resources, we must ask that all orders be prepald. 
‘An invoice charge of $2.00 will be added to telephone orders & orders 
without payment, which may be accepted from known customers. 
Underpayment of orders is of course wo be avoided: however, slightly 
‘underpaid orders will normally be shipped without delay; payment of any 
balance due must be made within 10 days of receipt. Ifa reminder must be 
sent, a surcharge will apply. Overpayments on orders will be credited ts 
your account, and may be applied to future orders. Refund on request. 

Stock numbers and your Customer# (ihe same as subscribert for 
Living Orthodoxy, the number in the upper left comer of your mailing 
label) are vitally important to the processing of orders. Please be sure ts 
indicate them cleacly. 

‘Wholesale terms may apply to onders for larger quantities of titles 
‘Published by the Press; please inquire for a wholesale pricelist & terms. 

Returns will be accepted only for defective books, Ifattleother than 
the one which you intended should accidentally be shipped, correction will 
‘be made without charge provided that your original order was made using, 
‘ourstock#, and that you forward a copy of your original order and invoice 
‘with your request for replacement. 


Aquortety newsletter. Lane eet the blessing of 
His Grace, Bishop Hilarion of Manhattan 
Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia 


Helping families establish and preserve 
‘an Orthodox Christian way of life 


Regular features include the following: 
articles on the home church 


‘articles on home schooling 
articles for children. including soints’ lives, 
stories and sermons, 
Church hymns, set to music 


Subscription price: $10/year 
Canada — SUS 12.00 
Foreign — $US 15.00 
Gift subscriptions welcome 
Donations are tox deductible 


Please make checks payable to 
The Orthodox Family 
PO Box 45; Beltsville, MD 20705 
Published by the Saint Andrew the First-Called 


‘Orthodox Publication Society 
NEW MENAION SERVICES AVAILABLE. 
355 04.18 John Decapolite.... ned os$1.90, 
356 04.19 Johnof Ancient Cave 
357 04.20 
358 04.21 
359 0422 
360 04.23, 
361 04.26 
362 04.28 
363 0428 © MM Cyzicus/N 
364 05.01 Tamara of Georgia 
365 05.04 Pelagia 
366 05.07 Appearance of Cross/Acacius 
367 05.12 
368 05.15 
369 05.17 
370 05.18 
37 05.19 
372 05.22 
373 05.24 Symeon of Wondrous Min, 
374 0526 — Carpus of 70 


Nicetas of 


nde by SN (esenal) and service are, sedng for PAM Cn cit USA 
{Canada simi elsewhere) according to he tual numberof pages ordered upto 
ire, S2 oye. See $5.0, over300pp $430, Oude USK & 


